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India Acts To Set Up 
Development Firm 


Following the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India to establish a National 
Research Development Corporation, a 
committee of seven members from in- 
dustry and Government has been ap- 


pointed to draw up articles of associa- 
tion_and registration, to select personnel, 
to conduct preliminary examinations of 
projects, awaiting development, and to 
fix orders of priority. 

The corporation will be constituted as 
a Government-sponsored private com- 
pany under the provisions of the Indian 
Companies Act and will be financed by 
a loan from the Government, at an 
initial estimated cost of 2.5 million 
rupees (1 rupee =US$0.21). 

Beginning where the functions of re- 
search laboratories end, the corporation 
will arrange practical trials of new 
processes in either Government or pri- 
vate industrial plants by reimbursing 
the organizations concerned for the cost 
of such trials. When such action is not 
feasible, it is expected that the Govern- 
ment will install pilot plants, prototype 
or even commercial units, to demon- 
strate the use of new inventions or 
processes. 

The corporation’s facilities will be 
available to all types of research insti- 
tutions, and if necessary, to promote 
the use of private inventions. 


Brazil Alters Dollar 
Rates for Cruzeiros 


A fractional change in the Brazilian 
official exchange rates for dollars was 
ordered by the Bank of Brazil, effective 
August 1, 1953. Circular Letter No. 81 
of the Banking Superintendency estab- 
lishes the rate for dollar purchases at 
18.36 eruzeiros and the rate for dollar 
sales at 18.82. The former rates were 
18.38 eruzeiros and 18.72 cruzeiros, re- 
spectively. 

The change reportedly was made in 
order to permit the absorption of an in- 
crease, effective January 1, 1953, in the 
proportional stamp tax. The rates for 
other currencies are to be readjusted 
on the basis of the new dollar quotations. 

The Banking Superintendency requires 
that banks sell and purchase all their 
foreign-exchange requirements from the 
Bank of Brazil. Banks formerly were 





able to operate in the open market and 
simply settle any differences between 
“bought” and “sold” positions with the 
Bank of Brazil at the end of each day. 
The purpose of this change apparently 
is further to centralize the control of 
foreign exchange within the Bank of 
Brazil.—_Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





Brazil Continues To 


Reduce Draft Debts 


Brazil's outstanding draft indebted- 
ness. to U. S. exporters fell $12.6 million 
further in July, reducing that country’s 
total draft indebtedness to a 15-month 
low of $163 million, the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York has reported. These 
figures represent Brazilian indebtedness 
to those exporters whose financing is re- 
ported by the 15 banks participating 
in the Federal Reserve Bank’s monthly 
survey of Latin American export credit 
conditions. 


Although the amount of drafts paid 
declined from $30.2 million in June to 
$19.8 million in July, payments con- 
tinued for the third consecutive month 
to exceed the modest volume of new 
drafts drawn. In making these pay- 
ments, Brazil continued to use the re- 
cent $300 million Export-Import Bank 
credit and, as in the preceding 2 months, 
concentrated on reducing the backlog of 
long-overdue drafts. 


Drafts Up in Other Countries 


New drawings and drafts paid de- 
clined slightly for Latin American coun- 
tries other than Brazil, but outstanding 
drafts advanced moderately for the fifth 
successive month, reaching $74.2 million, 
the highest level in a year. 

The July rise of $1.4 million in the 
total of drafts outstanding against these 
countries mainly reflected increases in 
draft indebtedness of Ecuador and 
Colombia. For both of these countries, 
the value of outstanding drafts has risen 
almost continuously since the beginning 
of 1953, and is currently the highest on 
record. This growth, however, in each 
country has been accompanied by a 
rising percentage of prompt payments, 
and appears to reflect largely an in- 
creased volume of imports and improved 
credit terms available to importers in 
these countries rather than any unusual 
delays in payments, 

The expansion in Colombia’s draft 
indebtedness was much less pronounced 
in July than it was in the preceding 
month, and the value of new drafts 
drawn on Colombian importers actually 
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fell sharply from the record drawings 
during June, probably because measures 
to restrict imports have started to be- 
come effective. 

Total outstanding confirmed letters 
of credit drawn in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters fell by $6 million in July, to 
$153.8 million. Substantial declines in 
the amounts outstanding for Cuba, 
Panama, and Mexico more than offset 
increases for some countries, notably 
Chile and Argentina. 





Cuba imported a total of 9,450 tons of 
edible fats and oils in 1952, as follows: 
Olive oil, 3,500 tons; soybean oil, 4,450; 
cottonseed oil, 600; peanut oil, 550; coco- 
nut oil, 150; and vegetable shortening, 
200 tons, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Prospects for Future Uncertain 





Australian Economy Highly Prosperous 


Australia was enjoying a high degree of prosperity during the 
second quarter of 1953, but few Australians would admit that it was real. 
The recession of 1952, believed by some persons to have terminated 
with the end of the year, still induced the business community to be 


cautious. 


Bumper wool and wheat crops, aided 
by continuing high prices for the coun- 
try’s principal export, brought in export 
earnings that fell only slightly below 
the fantastic heights reached in 1950-51. 
By April 1953, bank deposits had risen 
to a point exceeded only during the 
brief postwar boom period of February- 
April 1951. Unemployment, though 
above the figure of the “overfull’” em- 
ployment days, had fallen by about 
one-half between January and June. 


Growing costs of production—asso- 
ciated with several emphasizing factors, 
such as the preparation of a new Com- 
monwealth budget, easing of import 
restrictions, and the latest increase in 
basic wages—caused concern and dis- 
cussion in Government and _ business 
circles. The competitive capacity of 
Australia’s manufacturing industry and 
the ability of the economy to withstand 
the effects of a severe drought were 
questioned. No definite signs of in- 
creased assurance among _ investors, 
businessmen, and consumers, necessary 
to translate Australia’s sound fiscal and 
trade position into a new burst of 
economic growth, have appeared. 


Export Trade Surplus Large 


A record positive balance in Austra- 
lia’s merchandise trade was reported for 
the year ended June 30, 1953. The large 
negative balance of A£398.4 million for 
1951-52 was followed by a positive 
balance of A£358.2 million in 
1952-53. Despite the A£197.3 million in- 
crease in Australian exports in 1952-53 
over 1951-52, the principal factor in the 
large trade alteration in the 2 years was 
the severe restriction on imports in the 
later period. This is obvious from a 
comparison of the total value of import 
trade: A£514.1 million for 1952-53, 
against A£1,053.4 million for 1951-52. 


The A£306.9 million worth of imports 
from the sterling area in 1952-53 was 
slightly less than half the 1951-52 total 
of A£614.3 million. Textiles dropped 
from A£136.2 million in 1951-52 to 
A£29 million the following year, and the 
broad metal and manufactures group, 
including automobiles, declined from 
A£231.8 million to A£109.7 million. Im- 
ports from the dollar countries—con- 
fined for many years to essential goods 
not obtainable from domestic production 
or from nondollar sources—decreased 


only 20 percent from A£134.3 million to 
A£106.8 million, 
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Total exports climbed from A£675 
million in 1951-52 to A£872.3 million in 
1952-53. Exports to the sterling area 
rose 47 percent while shipments to the 
dollar area dropped approximately 30 
percent. Export trade with nonsterling 
nondollar countries in 1952-53 showed 
significant increases. The A£79.8-million 
rise in wool shipments to A£403.2 mil- 
lion in 1952-53 was exceeded by the 
A£90.3 million advance in oversea ship- 
ments of foodstuffs. 


Import Restrictions Relaxed 


An easing of restrictions on imports 
from the sterling area was announced 
on July 3. Category A goods from non- 
dollar non-Japanese sources, previously 
licensed on the basis of 70 percent of 
the value for the b year 1950-51, are 
being licensed, effective July 1, on the 
basis of 80 percent. Principal items 
affected are automobile chassis, tire 
cord fabric, and wire netting. Licensing 
of Category B goods, including cotton 
piece goods and tobacco, is raised from 
30 to 40 percent of base year imports. 
These relaxations do not apply to dollar 
imports. 

Liberalization of restrictions applica- 
ble to imports from Japan are made on 
a selective basis. Australian exports to 
Japan in 1952-53 exceeded A£84 million 
and imports therefrom were worth only 
A£4,692,000. Commonwealth offi- 
cials have intimated that Japan may 
curtail its purchases of wool and barley 
from Australia unless means are found 
to increase Japanese exports .to the 
Sterling area. 

Some Australian commentators assert 
that the July relaxations of import re- 
strictions though helpful are too lim- 





ited and that Australia’s import 
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restrictions, originally designed to pre- 
vent further deterioration in  inter- 
national reserves, increasingly have 
become a protective device behind 
which certain sections of Australian 
secondary industries find shelter, 


Wool Auction Sales Up 


Total sales of the Australian wool 
auctions in 1952-53 amounted to almost 
A£405 million, about 31 percent higher 
than in the preceding season. July fig- 
ures indicate that about 15 percent 
more new clip wool had been received 
into stores in 1952-53 than during 
1951-52, 14 percent more wool had been 
sold at auction, and 12 percent more 
had been shipped abroad for sale. 

Prices averaged 81s. 8d. a pound for 
greasy wool and 110s. 8d. a pound for 
scoured wopl, higher by about 13 per- 
cent and 10 percent, respectively, than 
in the 1951-52 wool selling season. The 
revised estimate of 1952-53 wool pro- 
duction is 1,280 million pounds, and the 
first released forecast of the National 
Council of Wool Selling Brokers and 
Australian Wool Growers Council for 
the 1953-54 wool clip indicates a 
slightly reduced total production. 


Wheat crop prospects deteriorated 
during July because of prolonged: dry 
weather in New South Wales and 
Queensland and continued rains in 
Western Australia. It appears that 
acreage to be harvested will be closer 
to the 10.1 million harvested last year 
than the 11.5 million estimated a month 
earlier. Yield prospects are not as good 
as last year, and a smaller crop than 
the 193 million bushels obtained during 
the 1952-53 season is expected. 

The Minister for Commerce and 
Agriculture has stated that the gross 
value of rural output in the current 
year has been estimated at A£1.09 mil- 
lion, 17 percent above the 1951-52 level 
and that rural production by volume in 
1952-53 would be about 15 percent above 
the average in the 3 years 1936-39, 
Production was up for most rural com- 
modities, the only important. exception 
being milk. Greater export earnings 
were recorded for butter, barley, sugar, 
beef, veal, and other meats, 


Employment Improves 

Employment in Australia continued 
to improve during the second quarter of 
1953. Increases in employment were 
greater in the textile, footwear, plastics, 
rubber, and motor-vehicle industries, 
and demand for labor for building and 
construction work was maintained. The 
3-month-old John Darling coal dispute 
was settled, but difficulty on the 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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Mexican Business Slump Checked 


The slowdown which characterized Mexican economic activity 
during the first 6 months of the year was arrested in July. 

Retail trade was at a higher pace than at any other time during 
the year, although merchants claimed it was 10 to 20 percent below 
the corresponding period of 1952. Merchants were clearing inventories, 


and as manufacturers and wholesalers 


accelerated movement of stocks produc- 
tion picked up, some industries operat- 
ing at near capacity. 

Prices of staples were maintained at 
the same low levels, and the Govern- 
ment’s vigorous activity was extended. 
Public works resumed momentum, 
though at a lower rate than under the 
previous Administration. The Govern- 
ment’s disinflationary policy continued, 
and the peso remained strong. The agri- 
cultural outlook was about the same, 
the drought in the north continuing un- 
abated. 

Government and private interests 
were optimistic about the effects that 
the Korean truce would have on the 
economic future of Mexico. ~ ‘ 


Administration Policies Defined 

The Administration’s policies were 
firmly established by July and more 
clearly defined and implemented. The 
program to supply basic foodstuffs at 
low prices was pressed vigorously, and 
the Government through Compania Ex- 
portadora e Importadora de Mexico, 
S.A, (CEIMSA), its distribution agency, 
extended activities in the control of pro- 
duction, distribution, and retail sale of 
such products as milk and bread. 

CEIMSA opened a plant for the 
rehydration of powdered milk to supply 
the Mexico City area with milk at 0.60 
peso a lifer, also a plant to make corn 
dough for tortillas. CEIMSA not only 
has become an important factor in the 
economic existence of the Mexican fam- 
ily but has made inroads in the mer- 
chant class which historically has dis- 
tributed foodstuffs. 

Mexican industry was assured of the 
Government’s continued encouragement 
in the form of high duties and tax in- 
eentives. These assurances, given at the 
Second Congress of the National Cham- 
ber of Manufacturing Industries, were 
tempered, however, by official pro- 
nouncements that the Government was 
disposed to continued heavy investments 
in the petroleum, electric power, and 
transportation industries, among others, 
and that Mexican industry was expected 
to improve the quality of its output, 
reduce prices, and contribute in every 
way to the development of the country’s 
economy. 

During the month the Government 
also strove to encourage mining activity 
by low-capacity producers through the 
granting of a subsidy based on produc- 
tion and export taxes and graduated in 
inverse relation to the amount of taxes 
paid. This subsidy, applicable only to 
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producers whose production and export 
tax payments are under 200,000 pesos 
a month, replaces subsidies formerly 
granted on a tonnage basis and is ex- 


pected to reduce tax payments of small 
producers by some 24 million pesos. 


Food Sent te Distress Areas 


The drought in northern Mexico con- 
tinued in July. Cotton growers on non- 
irrigated land in the Matamoros area 
and producers of other crops lost their 
source of income and local communities 
their source of food supplies. The Gov- 
ernment continued to send relief sup- 
plies of corn and beans to distress areas 
and to import needed supplies of these 
items. The Government purchased from 
the United States the 100,000 tons of 
wheat remaining of its 1952-53 quota 
under the International Wheat Agree- 
ment. , 


The outbreak of hoof-and-mouth 
disease was confined to a relatively 
small area in the State of Veracruz, 
and the joint U. S.-Mexico commission 
for the eradication of the disease devel- 
oped mutually satisfactory regulations 
ior controlling the outbreak. Cattlemen 
and packers in northern Mexico were 
considering plans for exporting meat 
during the fall and winter, either in 
fresh refrigerated form to Europe or as 
canned or salted meat for further proc- 
essing in U. S. packing plants. Low 
prices in the United States for lower 
grade meat, however, tended to make 
export of the latter type of meats rela- 
tively unprofitable. 

The Gevernment’s conservative mone- 
tary policy continued to be reflected 
in monetary and financial statistics. 
Data through June indicated that the 
money supply had fallen by some 33 
million pesos since the beginning of the 
year, as the Government more than 
countered a substantial rise in check- 
ing accounts through a reduction in 
circulating media. 

The fact that Mexico weathered ite 
traditional heavy second-quarter sea- 
sonal adverse trade period without the 
usual substantial decline in its foreign 
exchange reserves was reflected in 
month-end exchange rates with com- 
mercial banks buying sight drafts at 
8.60 to the dollar, the minimum rate, 
and selling at 8.61, 


Unfavorable Trade Balance High 

Mexico’s adverse trade balance re- 
eeived a sharp boost in June, when im- 
ports amounted to 543.6 and exports to 
292.0 million pesos—unfavorable by 


251.6 million pesos, the highest recorded 
this year. The sharp disparity between 
imports and exports during the month 
possibly arises from increased Govern- 
ment imports of corn and beans, coin. 
ciding with the seasonal export low 
following the end of the winter vegeta- 
ble export season and preceding the 
outward movement of cotton. 
Nevertheless, despite June’s adverse 
balance, Mexico’s trade position is de- 
cidedly better than last year. The ad- 
verse balance for the first 6 months 
of 1953 amounted to 621.0 million pesos, 
compared with 889.3 during the corre- 
sponding period of 1952. Imports during 
this period were some 448 million pesos 
below those of January-June 1952, while 
exports fell only 143.1 million pesos. 


The Government continued to place 
additional items under import control 
and to increase import duties. Protec- 
tion of domestic industry usually was 
the underlying reason. The status of 
import control of whisky was clarified 
when the Minister of Economy stated 
that contrary to reports the arrange- 
ment of barter transactions would not 
be a prerequisite for the issuance of 
import licenses.—Emb., Mexico City. 





West Germany Expands Its 
Credit Guaranty Program 


The Government of the German Fed- 
eral Republic was authorized to extend 
guaranties to German business up to a 
total of 800 million deutschemarks ($192 
million) by a law of June 8, 1953. Pre- 
vious legislation authorized only 500 
million deutschemarks for such guaran- 
ties. 

The purpose of the guaranties is to 
help businessmen obtain bank credits 
for activities which promote the Ger- 
man economy. Many businessmen had 
been unable to obtain such credit be- 
cause they lacked acceptable collateral. 


The Federal guaranty system is ad- 
ministered in cooperation with the 
State governments. Businessmen who 
have difficulty in obtaining bank credit 
may apply for a guaranty under the 
program to the Ministry of Economics 
for the State in which they reside. 


As a rule, guaranties are granted for 
70 to 80 percent of the total credit, the 
businessmen being required to provide 
security for the remainder. Generally, 
the maximum individual credit extended 
under the program will be 100,000 
deutschemarks, 

Press reports indicate that about 30 
million deutschemarks of the total au- 
thorization will be utilized to guarantee 
credits to firms engaged in trade, and 
of this amount 15 million deutsche- 
marks already have been made avail- 
able to the States. In addition, 60 
million deutschemarks have been ear- 
marked for the film industry, 
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Berlin Exports Rise; 
Capacity Increases 


The remarkable rise in West Berlin’s 
exports which began in 1950 continued 
through the first 5 months of 1953. 
Foreign sales of West Berlin rose from 
about $3.5 million in the first quarter of 
1950 to $19 million in the first quarter 
of 1953. Exports in May 1953 were only 
slightly lower than the average of the 
preceding months. 

West Berlin’s exports in the calendar 
year 1952 rose by 43 percent from 1951, 
exhibiting a higher rate of growth than 
exports of the German Federal Repub- 
lic, which rose only 16 percent in the 
same peridd. Exports accounted for 
about 10 percent of West Berlin’s total 
sales in 1952. 

West Berlin’s exports are concen- 
trated in the fields of electrical equip- 
ment and machinery, each of which ac- 
counts for more than a third of total 
exports. The increase in sales of ma- 
chinery has been particularly striking. 
Whereas machinery exports in the first 
quarter of 1950 were valued at under 
$750,000, the value of machinery ex- 
ports in the first quarter of 1953 rose 
to $6.8 million. In fact, exports of ma- 
chinery from West Berlin in 1952, even 
after adjusting for price increases, were 
50 percent above the 1936 export level. 


Electrical Equipment Sales Grow 


The electrical equipment industry has 
experienced a similar growth in sales 
since 1950, but its exports are still sub- 
stantially below the 1936 volume. 


Other industries important in West 
Berlin’s economy are fine mechanical 
and optical goods, chemicals and phar- 
maceuticals, and textiles and clothing. 
Production facilities are available in al- 
most every field of manufacturing. Ber- 
lin manufacturers produce a wide range 
of metal goods, from individual parts to 
finished machines and aggregates. A 
complete range of electrical products 
also is available, from basic elements 
to complete electrical equipment for 
heavy machinery of all types. Fine 
mechanical goods are another specialty, 
Berlin producers offering all types from 
precision tools to scientific and medi- 
cinal instruments, 


American firms interested in placing 
orders in West Berlin may use the 
services of the recently established Ber- 
lin Marketing Council, 350 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York 1, N. Y., a nonprofit 
agency. The prospective customer 
merely gives the council an outline of 
his requirements or a set of blueprints. 
The council then transmits them con- 
fidentially to its Berlin office, which 
will notify appropriate Berlin manufac- 
turers immediately. Further contacts 
are made directly by the Berlin pro- 
ducers, 


September 7, 1953 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Uruguayan Economy Satisfactory - 
Despite Reduced Wool Exports 


The economic situation in Uruguay remained satisfactory during 
July, despite a drop in wool exports resulting primarily from near 
exhaustion of stocks of superior wools. 

Foreign and domestic collections were reported as good, and the 
money market continued relatively easy with interest-free loans against 


the wool clip which starts in October 
being advanced to producers by wool 
exporters. However, there was an 
undercurrent of pessimism regarding 
heavy Government financial commit- 
ments and the state of public finances, 

The announcement of further tax in- 
creases, which will fall most heavily on 
the consuming public, did little to allay 
this pessimism. 

Despite the slowing down of wool 
exports during July, provisional figures 
for the first 6 months of 1953 show 
Uruguayan exports valued at $151.8 mil- 
lion and imports $89.1 million. The 
United Kingdom was Uruguay’s princi- 
pal customer. Uruguayan exports to 
that country were valued at $50.4 mil- 
lion and imports therefrom at $7.9 
million, as compared with U. S. figures 
of $35.1 and $17.7 million, respectively. 
Other leading trading countries in de- 
scending order of importance were 
Germany, France, Brazil, Netherlands, 
Belgium, Sweden, Japan, and Italy. 

Considering that Uruguay ended 1952 
with a trade deficit of $27.6 million, its 
current export trade balance is attrib- 
uted to certain austerity measures in 
connection with offshore purchases. The 
two countries hardest hit by Uruguay’s 
import restrictions were the United 
States and the United Kingdom, Uru- 
guay’s best customers. However, sub- 
stantial second-quarter import goals for 
imports from Great Britain authorized 
during the second quarter eventually 
will improve that country’s trade 
position. 

Import permits for U. S. goods have 
been limited and when granted must 
be paid for with nonconvertible cur- 
rencies, the importer assuming the 
consequent conversion costs, to dollars, 
which may range from 13 to 18 percent 
of the value of the goods imported. 


Agricultural Outlook Promising 


Wool exports to the United States 
were at satisfactory levels during the 
first half of the current year. However, 
since nearly all stocks of fine-grade 
wools have been disposed of, sales have 
slowed down. 


Total wool shipments during the first 
10 months of the current wool year 
(October 1-July 31) amounted to 
240,978 bales of about 1,050 pounds 
each, greasy basis, compared with 70,712 
bales shipped during the corresponding 
period of the preceding wool year. The 
United Kingdom, the principal buyer, 





took 81,267 bales, followed by the 
United States with 65,524 bales. 


Official estimates place corn plantings 
at about 13 percent higher than last 
year, but production is expected to be 
about 87 percent greater because of the 
almost complete failure of last year’s 
crop. The flaxseed crop is expected to 
yield around 105,000 metric tons. This 
year’s flaxseed plantings were reduced 
about 25 percent, primarily because 
some 50,000 tons from last year’s crop 
remain unsold. The wheat crop is ex- 
pected to yield around 447,000 metric 
tons, 


A new decree permitting the Govern- 
ment to expropriate cattle on the. hoof 
at the stockyards or elsewhere in order 
to insure an adequate supply of meat 
for the city of Montevideo has been 
vigorously protested by the American- 
owned packing houses. The decree was 
invoked twice during July when some 
800 head of cattle belonging to one of 
the above packers were turned over to 
the Government-owned packing plant, 
which has a monopoly on the supply of 
fresh meat for Montevideo. 


Retail Trade Slow 

Retail trade was slow during July, a 
condition ascribed by many to the re- 
cently increased consumption taxes. 
This situation doubtless will be ag- 
gravated by further tax increases 
announced during the month on a wide 
range of luxury items. The tax rates 
vary from 10 to 20 percent of cost price 
plus 50 percent; the major part of the 
items are subject to the 15-percent rate. . 


- Cost price is defined as the c.i.f. value 


plus import duties and other custom- 
house charges. The national retail sales 
tax was increased from 3 to 5 percent 
ad valorem during the month.—Emb., 
Montevideo, 
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Lebanese Trade Increases; Trend of 
Industrial Activity ls Downward 


Although Lebanese business conditions in general remained sound 
in the second quarter of 1953, with trade considerably over 1952 levels, 
the declining trend of industrial activity was disquieting. 

This trend was attributed to the limited local demand and the few 
export outlets. The exchange of Pakistani raw cotton for Lebanese 


yarn continued normally under the 
barter agreement concluded earlier in 
the year by one of the three leading 
cotton spinning plants and the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan. The other two major 
spinning mills operated on a reduced 
scale. 

Most of the vegetable-oil producers 
who did fairly well during the first 
quarter of this year closed down, and 
the few still in operation claimed they 
were operating at a loss. The drop in 
world edible oil prices and scarcity of 
cottonseed from Syria, the normal sup- 
plier, are reported to be responsible for 
this situation. 

Late in June the Lainiere Nationale, 
at Hadeth near Beirut, Lebanon’s only 
producer of woolen cloth, closed down 
for several days, in protest against al- 
legedly insufficient tariff protection, 
and dismissed 250 workers. Upon Gov- 
ernment promises that an adjustment 
would be made, the plant resumed oper- 
ations on June 29. The import duty 
on woolen cloth of the type produced 
by the plant was subsequently raised 
to 40 percent from 30 percent ad va- 
lorem. 

On June 28 Pacific Western Oil Co. 
abandoned a dry hole, the wildcat well 
it had been drilling in the Bekaa Valley, 
and no further exploratory effort will 
be expanded. 


In addition to being faced with a 
dull domestic market, traders contend 
that transit sales to Jordan, Iraq, and 
Iran were considerably reduced during 
the quarter, principally as a result of 
keen competition of Japanese and, in 
Iran, of Soviet merchandise, selling at 
20 percent to 30 percent below other 
merchandise. 


Though transit sales in some cate- 
gories may have declined, the allega- 
tions are not borne out by available 
foreign-trade statistics. Imports and 
exports increased very substantially 
over the corresponding period last year, 
as did shipments in and out of the port 
of Beirut, including transit trade. The 
magnitude of these increases is shown 
by the following figures: 


Percent 
increase 
over 
2d quarter 2d quarter 
1953 1952 
I rts: 
Vtric TOMS. .....cccccccceeee 204,976 40 
1,000 Lebanese pounds.... 87,962 20 
Incoming cargo unloaded 
in Beirut-—metric tons.... 219,870 20 
Exports: 
RE ING oss ss ct ccccteoces 47,239 17 
1,000 Lebanese pounds... 22,313 58 
Outbound cargo loaded in 
Beirut—metric tons......... 57,079 23 
6 





Only in gold was trade definitely 
lower than in the corresponding period 
last year. Imports declined 19.4 per- 
cent to 2,396 kilograms, and transit 


trade declined 17 percent to 10,043 kilo- 
grams. The major factor in this decline 
appears to be the narrowing spread be- 
tween prices in the United States and 
Western European countries from which 
gold is purchased and those prevailing 
in South Asian and Far Eastern mar- 
kets. 


Food Prices Decline Slightly 


All prices, except those of foodstuffs, 
remained relatively stable; the overall 
cost-of-living index declined gradually 
from 451 to 432 between January and 
June of this year. The only component 
other than food to show any decline was 
manufactured goods, other than textiles. 


Bank deposits, both time and demand, 
as well as loans and discounts rose to 
new peaks during the second quarter. 
Bankers reacted by decreasing dis- 
count rates and interest on overdrafts 
which at the end of the quarter ranged 
from 6 to 8 percent and 7 to 8 percent, 
respectively. 

Loans and discounts, which had 
reached a peak in April, tended down 
slightly in May; bank clearings also de- 
clined during the quarter, from L£53 
million (L£3.5=$1) in April to L£46 
million in June. Observers attribute 
these declines to the sluggish commod- 
ity market this past spring. 

The strengthening of the Lebanese 
pound continued. By mid-June the dol- 
lar rate had declined to L£3.28 from 
L£3.62 on April 1, the total gain in the 
dollar value of the pound having thus 
been about 9 percent in the 10-week 
period. 


Closer Commercial Ties Sought 


The trend toward placing major re- 
liance on economic and commercial 
agreements in the broader Arab con- 
text, in view of the difficulties in ar- 
riving at a satisfactory arrangement 
with Syria, appears to have been 
strengthened and confirmed. Lebanon 
led in calling a conference of Arab 
Ministers of Finance and National 
Economy in Beirut on May 25-31. A 
series of discussions were held with 
delegates from Iraq, Jordan, and Syria 
to discuss transit problems. 

The Finance Ministers passed reso- 
lutions designed to permit a freer flow 
of agricultural, animal, and industrial 





Richmond To Be Host to 
Trade Conference 


The Fifth Annual Virginia 
World Trade Conference will be 
held at the Hotel John Marshall 
in Richmond on October 1 and 2, 
the Virginia State Chamber of 
Commerce has announced. 

The program, featuring com- 
mittee meetings and panel discus- 
sions, will be manned by and will 
present U. S. and Canadian busi- 
ness leaders, including women in 
top foreign trade posts in the 
United States. At a breakfast on 
October 1 workshop discussions 
will be held on import and export 
problems pertaining to coffee, 
tobacco, textiles, chemicals, and 
agriculture. 

Representatives of 21 schools 
and colleges will discuss world 
trade problems at the afternoon 
session on the second day. 

Other agencies cooperating in 
the conference include the Hamp- 
ton Roads Foreign Commerce 
Club, Hampton Roads Maritime 
Association, Norfolk Port Author- 
ity, Peninsula Industrial Commit- 
tee, Richmond Export-Import 
Club, Virginia Highway Users As- 
sociation, Virginia Pilots Associa- 
tion, and the Virginia State Ports 
Authority, assisted by the U. S. 
Department of Commerce and 
Virginia local chambers of com- 
merce, ; 











Port Elizabeth Moves To 
Purchase Power Station 


The City Council of Port Elizabeth, 
Union of South Africa, has authorized 
the Electricity Committee of the Coun- 
cil to enter into negotiations with the 
Electricity Supply Commission for the 
purchase of the Escom Power Station 


at Zwartkops, subject to necessary 
funds being available and _ suitable 
terms being arranged with the Electric- 
ity Supply Commission. 

The cost of building and equipping the 
Escom Power Station is about £4.8 mil- 
lion or US$13,440,000, 





products and of capital and persons be- 
tween Arab countries. 

With non-Arab countries, Lebanon’s 
policy continued to be to attempt ne- 
gotiation of bilateral trade agreements 
providing for balanced exchange of 
goods. Negotiations with a Yugoslav 
trade delegation, begun late in June, 
finally resulted in an agreement being 


signed on July 28, under which Yugo- : 


slavia agrees to buy Lebanese exports 
up to 60 percent of Yugoslav sales to 
Lebanon.—Emb., Beirut, 
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Benelux Industries 
Granted Protection - 


Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxem- 
bourg took another step toward clear- 
ing some of the difficulties standing in 
the way of full economic union in a 
meeting at The Hague on July 24 when 
representatives of the Governments 
agreed on three protocols which provide: 

® Temporary protective measures for 
industries suffering a “grave crisis” 
from competition from one of the other 
Benelux countries. 


® Establishment of arbitration pro- 
cedures for settling disputes which may 
arise in the application of these protec- 
tive measures. 

® Establishment of a “Benelux Intere- 
parliamentary Consultative Council.” 


e Eventual establishment of a “Bene- 
lux Readaptation Fund.” 


Compromise Solution Attempted 


The agreements contained in these 
protocols are an attempt at an overall 
compromise solution of difficulties be- 
tween the Netherlands and Belgium 
which have been the subject of a series 
of Ministerial meetings since last year. 
The main issue in these conferences has 
been Belgium’s contention that a num- 
ber of Belgian industries are in a “de- 
pressed” condition as a result of com- 
petitive imports from the Netherlands, 

It was argued that the Netherlands 
has an unfair competitive advantage 
over Belgium because Netherlands 
wages are “abnormally” low. The Bel- 
gian Government therefore has_ re- 
quested that the Netherlands wage 
level be permitted to rise. 

The Netherlands Government has 
argued in turn that production costs in 
some Belgian industries are too high 
and that some of these industries are in- 
efficient. It has further been argued 
that the “depressed” Belgian industries 
actually are undergoing stiff competition 
from countries other than the Nether- 
lands. : 

The possibility of introduction of 
temporary protective measures and the 
arbitration procedures, as well as plans 
for a “Benelux Readaptation Fund” to 
increase productivity are embodied in 
the first “Protocol Concerning the Co- 
ordination of Economic and Social Poli- 
cies.” The second protocol establishes 
the Consultative Council, and the third 
protocol provides that, with the excep- 
tion of the articles relating to arbitra- 
tion and the readaptation fund, the first 
protocol shall immediately enter pro- 
visionally into force for 1 year. The first 
two protocols are subject to ratification 
by the three Governments, 





Malayan palm oil production totaled 
12,695 short tons during January-March 
compared with 15,790 tons during the 
preceding quarter and 10,775 tons during 
the first quarter of 1952.—Cons. Gen., 
Singapore. 
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Vietnam Eases Price and Wage Controls; 
Cambodia Faces Serious Rice Shortage 


The Vietnamese government took 
action in June and July to end most 
of the remaining price and wage con- 
trols which were instituted following 
the May 9 devaluation, 


A July 1 decree ended price control 
on a national basis for all practical. 
purposes on most of the items formerly 
under control, by providing that in- 
creases are subject only to the gov- 
ernment’s review. Increases can now be 
made by each firm, subject to change 
or veto by the National Government. 

The items which remain under na- 
tional price controls are: Paddy, rice, 
and derivatives; salt; saumure; hard 
soap in bars, sheets, or pieces; news- 
print; cotton blankets; cotton yarn, un- 
dyed; woolen yarn, undyed and dyed; 
cotton cloth, printed, undyed, bleached, 
and dyed; cement water mains; coal; 
and hydrocarbons. Ceiling prices also 
continue in effect in the Saigon-Cholon 
district for rice, sugar, and bread, de- 
spite the removal of the two last-named 
from nationwide control. 


On July 7 the government revoked 
the law which had frozen wages and 
salaries at the level in effect on May 9. 
The government had decided on July 
3 to increase by 15 percent the salaries 
of government employees earning less 
than 3,000 piasters a month because 
of increases in living costs. A study 
of the pay and allowances of the mili- 
tary was begun. 


Prices Advance 


The official wholesale price index in 
Saigon increased from 128 in April to 
139 in May and 159 in June (1949— 
100). The price index of local products 
increased from 138 to 149 and to 163 
and of imported products from 106 to 
120 and to 151 in the same months. 


The official cost-of-living indexes for 
Vietnam increased noticeably from 
April to June—for Europeans, 18 per- 
cent; for middle-class Vietnamese, 23 
percent; and for Vietnamese labor class, 
16 percent. The greatest component in- 
creases were for food, clothing, and 
miscellaneous. The index for household 
goods increased some 10 percent, while 
the official index for the cost of servants 
remained unchanged because of the 
wage freeze imposed by the government 
following devaluation. 

The greatest increases in foods were 
in imported products, such as milk, 
sugar, flour, potatoes, and cdhned goods. 
However, increases were substantial in 
such local products as beef, pork, ham, 
eggs, and fresh vegetables. Increases 
also occurred in almost all kinds of 
cloth. Pharmaceutical products and 
books increased 30 to 50 percent. 

Despite the strong inflationary pres- 
sure following devaluation on May 9, 
the Vietnamese government has suc- 
ceeded in stabilizing rice prices and in 
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providing adequate supplies of rice on 
the local markets by means of an ex- 
port embargo and stringently enforced 
price controls. Supplies on the retail 
market have been adequate and white 
rice has sold at about legal prices. 
Stocks at Saigon meanwhile increased 
steadily throughout the second quarter 
and by June 30 had reached about 150,- 
000 metric tons of paddy or equivalent, 


Rice Exports Low 

Rice exports have been exceedingly 
low—approximately 15,000 tons in the 
first 6 months of 1953, However, early 
in July the government authorized a 
shipment of 20,000 tons to Japan to 
fill an order placed early last spring. 
The local press had predicted additional 
exports on the basis of present stocks 
in South Vietnam, which are estimated 
at 500,000 tons of paddy equivalent. 
However, it is doubtful if substantial 
exports will be possible unless there 
are far larger stocks on hand than 
those estimated. 

In contrast to Vietnam, Cambodia 
has faced serious difficulties in insuring 
adequate supplies of rice at reasonable 
prices to the public, particularly at 
Phnom Penh, where shortages have 
been acute. To meet them the govern- 

(Continued on Page 26) 





Canadian Savings Bonds 
Yield Record Return 


The eighth series of Canada 
Savings Bonds will go on sale Oc- 
tober 19, 1953, at a flat-rate yield 
of 3.75 percent, the highest on 
record, according to an announce- 
ment by the Bank of Canada. The 
new bonds will be dated November 
1, 1953, and will mature 12 years 
later. 

This yield marks the third suc- 
cessive increase for this cate2zory 
of Dominion Government debt. 
The first five series provided a 
uniform return of 2.75 percent, 
but the sixth offering, made in 
October 1951, bore interest at 2 
percent for the first 21 months. 
and 3.5 percent for the remain- 
ing 9 years. This rate worked out 
to an average yield of 3.21 per- 
cent for the full 10 years and 9 
months. 

The seventh series, issued in the 
fall of 1952, called for interest at 
3.75 percent, but the first coupon 
was not due until 1 year and 9 
months from date of issue. This 
rate resulted in an average yield 
of 3.44 percent over the full 10 
years and 9-month term of the 
series, 
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IBRD Mission Reports 
On British Guiana 


A program aimed at increasing na- 
tional income in British Guiana by 20 
percent, and income per head by 6 per- 
cent over the next 5 years hag been 
recommended by a survey mission or- 
ganized by the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development at the 
request of the British Guiana govern- 
ment. 

The mission’s report containing its 
recommendations for economic develop- 
ment has been transmitted to the Gov- 
ernor of the colony. 

A factor which largely influenced the 
mission’s recommendations is the rapid 
growth of population in the colony. 
Since 1945 the annual rate has increased 
from 1.5 percent to 2.8 percent. 


The recommended program is _in- 
tended to maintain or increase the pres- 
ent standard of living. To reach the 
proposed goals will require continuance 
of a high level of private investment 
and a moderate increase in the rate of 
public investment. 


The recommended program calls for 
government investment expenditures of 
British West Indies $66 million or 
US$38.5 million over the 5 years 1954- 
58. The mission believes that most of 
the proposed investment program can 
be financed internally from Government 
funds and revenues or from domestic 
government loan issues. Of the total 
investment, approximately 70 percent 
is recommended for agriculture, trans- 
portation, and communications, and the 
remainder for forestry, industrial cred- 
its, electric power, housing, surveys, and 
various public works. 


Investments Recommended 


Major public investments are recom- 
mended for agriculture, the chief eco- 
nomic activity of British Guiana. To- 
gether with the processing of agricul- 
tural products, it provides 38 percent 
of the national income and about two- 
thirds of the exports, and it employes 
40 percent of the labor force. The two 
principal crops are sugar and rice. 

The program aims at increasing do- 
mestic output of the leading food crops 
and achieving better dietary balance 
through larger production of meat and 
fish. It calls for exports of rice to in- 
crease from 28,000 tons to 68,000 tons, 
and sugar exports to rise from 234,000 
to about 260,000 tons. Sugar is grown 
on a few large estates; rice is grown by 
many small-scale farm owners or ten- 
ants. 

The mission believes that the most 
promising direction for future agricul- 
tural development, intended to increase 
and diversify production, lies in the ex- 
tension and improvement of small-scale 
farming. For this, more cultivable land 
is needed. 

Incorporated into the mission’s invest- 





ment program for agriculture are three 
existing government projects for land 
reclamation which together will add 
about 67,000 acres (23 percent) to the 
cultivated area in the coastal zone in 
the next 5 years. 


The most urgent need in the transport 
and communication field is for a greatly 
improved road system, and the mission 
recommends the construction, largely 
on the existing road base, of modern 
trunk highways, with feeder roads on 
the coast and in the interior. 


Industrial Expansion Possible 


The forests of British Guiana, which 
cover 83 percent of the area, are one 
of the colony’s chief natural resources 
and can be made to yield marketable 
timber and wood products. 


About 80 percent of the colony’s in- 
dustrial output is based upon local raw 
materials. Although there is little pros- 
pect of spectacular growth of industry 
in the near future, the mission believes 
there are opportunities for expanding 
existing industries and establishing new 
ones. 


The mission also recommends the 
establishment of two new institutions, 
the first already under consideration by 
the government: An economic council 
with a secretariat under the adminis- 
tration of the Development Secretary, 
and a credit corporation to administer 
all public loans to private enterprises 
in agriculture, industry, forestry, fish- 
eries, and housing construction. 





An acute cement shortage is imped- 
ing new construction in north Norway, 
according to the Norwegian Information 
Service. 


U. K., Canada Agree 
On Loan Repayment 


The United Kingdom and Canada have 
agreed upon the terms concerning re- 
payment by the United Kingdom of the 
C$189 million due on the C$700-million 
interest-free loan from Canada in 1942. 
An immediate lump sum payment of 
C$39 million will be made and the re- 
maining C$150 million will be paid off in 
20 equal quarterly payments of C$7.5 
million beginning March 1, 1954, and 
ending December 1, 1958. 


The loan as originally issued was to 
be interest-free until after the war but 
this concession was extended from time 
to time and will continue under the 
present repayment agreement. 


Under the terms of the agreement, 
the United Kingdom has been released 
from a pledge to apply the dollar pro- 
ceeds from the sale of Canadian secur- 
ities held by British investors against 
the loan. In that connection, U. K. hold- 
ers of Canadian securities will be al- 
lowed to switch from Canadian secur- 
ities into either quoted Canadian dollar 
securities or U. S. dollar securities and 
from U. S. dollar securities into quoted 
Canadian dollar securities. Previously, 
transactions between U. K. residents in 
Canadian dollar securities were restrict- 
ed mainly to the limited amount of Ca- 
nadian securities already in the posses- 
sion of U, K. residents. 


In addition to the balance outstanding 
on the wartime loan, the United King- 
dom owes Canada C$1,156.7 million of 
a postwar loan of C$1,185 million, re- 
ceived in 1946, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Mexican Import Duties Ceylon Duties Affect U. S. Goods 


Revised on Some Items 


Further changes are made in Mexican 
import duties by two decrees published 
on August 11 and effective August 19. 


Items affected, their classification 
numbers, specific duties in pesos per 
gross kilograms unless otherwise speci- 
fied, and percent ad valorem duties, with 
former rates in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows: 


8.43.31, Ballasts, reactors, or transformers 
for regulating or limiting electric current in 
fluorescent or neon lights, weighing up to 
6 kilograms each: Specific duty 1.50 (1.00); 
percent ad valorem 25 (8). 

Classification revised. Formerly covered, 

‘Apparatus for regulating or limiting elec- 
tric current and flucrescent lighting installa- 
tions.”’ 


8.43.33, Ballasts, reactors, or transformers 
for regulating or limiting electric current in 
fluorescent or neon lights, weighing over 6 
kilograms each: Specific duty, 1.00; percent 
ad valorem 8. 

New classification. Formerly dutiable at 
the same rate under old classification No. 
°8.43.31 


3.31.13. Bricks and tiles of red clay, 
refractory, in the form of plane prisms ocr 
moldings, used in the construction of floors 
or coverings of walls, not specified: Specific 
duty per thousand, 2.00; percent ad valorem 
10. 


non- 


New classification. Formerly dutiable un- 
der classification No. 3.31.52, at 0.05 per 
gross kilogram and 10 percent ad valorem. 


3.31.14. Mosaics of clay, 


without finish of 
fused substances, 


measuring up to 15 milli- 
meters in thickness and up to 7 centimeters 
on any side: Specific duty 0.30; percent ad 
valorem 30. 

New classification. Formerly 


dutiable un- 
der classification No. 3.31.52. 


3.31.15. Mosaics of clay, without coverings 
of fused substances, not specified: Specific 
duty 0.05; percent ad valorem 10. 

New classification. Formerly dutiable un- 
der classification No. 3.31.52. 


3.31.20. Mosaics or tiles of 
specified: Specific duty 0.05; 
valorem 20. 

Classification revised. Formerly covered, 
“Tiles of cement, covered with flat glass and 
having lithographed paper in the interior,’’ 
dutiable at 0.05 per gross kilogram and 20 
percent ad valorem. 


cement, not 
percent ad 


3.31.21, Mosaics or tiles of cement, 
with stone or marble: Specific duty 0.05 
(same); percent ad valorem 20 (same). 

Classification revised. Formerly covered, 
“Tiles of cement, polished or molded on the 
edges, even inlaid with stone or marble.” 


The following item has been abolished: 
8.31.52, Mosaics of artificial stone, nonvitri- 
fied or without layers of fused substances 
substituting for vitrification, specific duty 
- gross kilogram, 0.05; percent ad valorem 


inlaid 


Items formerly classified under this item 
henceforth will be dutiable under classifica- 
tions Nos. 3.31.13 and 3.31.20 as appropriate. 


— Emb., Mexico City, Mexico. 





About 205 million pounds of wool, 
scoured basis, were held by U. S. dealers 
and manufacturers at the end of the 
first quarter of 1953, according to the 
Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 





Consumption of apparel wool by U. S. 
mills through May amounted to 162 
million pounds, scoured basis, almost 
one-fifth above a year earlier, according 
to the Bureau of the Census, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 
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Changes in Ceylonese import and ex- 
port duties on commodities of impor- 
tance in trade with the United States 
were announced by Ceylon’s Minister 
of Finance on July 23. 

Export duties are changed on only 
two items—cardamons, for which the 
duty is reduced to 100 rupees a hun- 
dred pounds from the previous rate of 
200 rupees, and pepper, for which it is 
fixed at 150 rupees a hundred pounds, 
as compared with the former rate of 
250 rupees. These duties were lowered 
to relieve the industries concerned. 

The United States was the largest 
purchaser of Ceylon pepper in 1952, 
having bought 244% tons, or 87 per- 
cent of the island’s total exports of 
this commodity. 

New ad valorem duties on the more 
important commodities imported from 
the United States, with old duties 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 

Automobiles up to and including 18 horse- 
power, 37% (27%): automobiles “over 18 
horsepower, 57% (27%); spare parts for 
motor vehicles, 27% (2214) : — 35 (30). 

Cotton piece goods, 11 (10 

Canned fish, 40 (20). 

Confectionery 60 (35). 


Electric light accessories, 30 (25). 
Writing and pry paper, 7% (5%). 


Batteries, 374% (27 

Haberdashery, 45 (30). 

No change is made in the duty on 
unmanufactured tobacco imported from 
the United States. The United States 
was the largest supplier of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco in 1952, furnishing 1,204,- 





Surinam Restricts Import 
Of Variety of Commodities 


The Surinam Government prohibits 
importation of some articles and limits 
the amount of others that may be im- 
ported, by a resolution dated July 13 
and published in the Official Gazette of 
July 20, 1953. 


Items prohibited importation for 1 
year, beginning July 1, are the follow- 
ing: 

Rice and padi; macaroni; vermicelli; 
fresh vegetables; wood and timber of 
all kinds; and jewelry of gold, silver, 


-and platinum. 


Commodities limited in amount or 

value of import in the same period are 
as follows, in guilders unless otherwise 
specified: 
- Fresh meat, 100,000; flour, 5,000 
metric tons; sugar, 10,000; coconut oil, 
600,000 liters; shoes of all descriptions, 
300,000; readymade clothing, 60,000; 
wooden furniture, 16,000; reed furni- 
ture, 30,000; explosives, 30,000; and 
matches, 1,000 (1 Surinam guilder=ap- 
proximately US$0.5362).—Cons., Para- 
maribo, 


000 pounds, or 59 percent of total im- 
ports. 


A surcharge of 10 percent of the 
duties on specified commodities, levied 
on September 19, 1952, is now incor- 
porated in the new duties. Principal 
commodities from the United States 
affected by this surcharge are motor 
vehicles, firearms, wire rope, radiophon- 
ographs, and textiles of mixed materi- 
als. 


Additional annual revenues of 17,350,- 
000 rupees are expected from the in- 
creased import duties, the Finance 
Minister stated, (1 rupee=US$0.21.) 


Ceylonese imports in 1952 of items on 
which new duties will apply reached a 
total value of 432,153,180 rupees, of 
which the United States supplied goods 
to a value of 24,301,438 rupees, or 5.62 
percent. 


British-Danish Bacon 
Contract Concluded 


Conclusion of a new contract be- 
tween the British Ministry of Food and 
the Danish Bacon Factories’ Export As- 
sociation was officially announced in 
London on August 12, Covering the 
period October 4, 1953, to September 
29, 1956, it replaces a similar agreement 
which would have expired on October 2, 
1954. 

The price to be paid for Danish bacon 
during the 12 months beginning October 
4 is 237 shillings 6 pence a hundred- 
weight, cost and freight United King- 
dom port, representing a reduction of 
nearly 7.5 percent from the f.o.b. con- 
tract price now current. 

The new agreement, although con- 
tinuing in principle the provision of the 
present agreement under which the 
United Kingdom agrees to purchase 90 
percent of annual Danish bacon export 
surpluses, imposes ceilings on such pur- 
chases. Maximum quantities to be pur- 
chased in the year beginning October 4 
will not exceed 230,000 long tons, and 
the maximum for each of the two re- 





maining contract years is to be 200,000 


tons. 


The new price, according to Danish 
press sources, represents a direct loss 
of about 89,000,000 crowns (US$12,900,- 
000) on bacon sales to the United King- 
dom, and probable price decreases on 
domestic sales and “third country” ex- 
ports may bring the total loss to Den- 
mark to as much as 130,000,000 crowns 
($18,800,000). 


As a consequence and because of the 
current tendency for bacon production 
to increase, the possibility of limiting 
Danish hog production is being given 
some attention—Emb., London and 
Copenhagen, 


? 





CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Ethiopia Levies Surtax 
On New Coffee Exports 


A temporary surtax of Eth$60 (ap- 
proximately US$24) a metric ton has 
been established on Ethiopian exports 
of coffee from the current crop, effec- 


tive August 11. This surtax is in addi- 
tion to the regular export duty of Eth- 
$200 a ton (approximately $80). 

The Government has also announced 
that during the period August 3 to Octo- 
ber 15, 1953, a minimum of 40 percent 
of Ethiopian coffee exports must be 
sold for dollars. 


Shortly before the new surtax was 
announced the Government had issued 
an official order establishing an export 
surtax leviable on a sliding scale on the 
basis of weekly price quotations on the 
New York coffee exchange for Santos 
No. 4 f.o.b. New York. Ethiopian mer- 
chants, however, objected to the meas- 
ure, asserting that variable rates would 
handicap their operations. The Govern- 
ment therefore replaced the sliding- 
scale surtax by a temporary fixed sur- 
tax, to remain in effect until the start 
of the new coffee season beginning 
about December 1. At that time new 
regulations for coffee export taxes are 
expected to be issued. 


The minimum of 40 percent fixed for 
coffee dollar sales represents a reduc- 
tion from the previous minimum of 60 
percent officially specified early in 1953. 
Prior to this year all coffee exports had 
to be sold against dollars. 


However, the action reducing the 
minimum requirement for dollar sales 
is not expected to change the trade 
pattern for coffee exports inasmuch as 
the United States currently purchases 
at least three-fourths of Ethiopia’s total 
coffee exports. 


(An increase in coffee export duty 


was announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 19, 1953, p. 21.) 





Philippines Regulates 


Importation of Flour 


New Philippine regulations for im- 
portation of flour, effective September 
10, were issued by the Price Administra- 
tion Board of the Price Stabilization 
Corporation on August 10, as follows: 

@ All imports of wheat flour must be 
accompanied by a certificate of classi- 
fication and analysis showing, among 
other things, the protein content, ash 
content, moisture, and extraction ap- 
pearing either in the invoices and bills 
of lading or in a separate certificate for 
the particular brand or brands indi- 
cated in the invoices. 


@ Imports of wheat flour not ac- 
companied by the certificate will not 
be cleared by the Bureau of Customs 
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Burma To Have New 
Customs Tariff 


Burma is to have a new customs 
tariff, effective October 1, 1953, 
its Finance Minister has an- 
nounced. 


The new tariff, the Minister 
stated, will replace the present 
standard and preferential duties 
with single rates for commodities 
regardless of; country of origin. 

Other features will be simplified 
commodity classifications, maxi- 
mum protection for local indus- 
tries, and increased duties on 
luxury goods. No changes that 
would increase the cost of es- 
sential imported consumer goods 
are contemplated. 

The text of the new tariff is 
expected to be released in a few 
weeks. 











Indonesian Import 


Lists Redefined 


Indonesian import surcharge lists A 
and B-I have been revised and amended. 

List A contains essential commodities 
which may be imported at the official 
rate of 11.40 rupiahs to the dollar, and 
list B-I contains less essential items 
to which a surcharge of 33% percent 
is applicable, making an effective im- 
port rate of 15.20 rupiahs to the dollar. 

Lists B-II, C, and D are expected to 
be revised in the near future. 

These revisions, prepared by a com- 
mittee of Indonesian officials from the 
Central Import Office and the Bureau 
of Customs, appear to have been under- 
taken for the purpose of clarifying ex- 
isting classifications rather than of 
making any extensive reclassifications. 
The revised lists do, however, include 
an extensive number of items not con- 
tained in the old lists. 

Information on surcharges now ap- 
plicable to specific commodities may 
be obtained from the Far Eastern Di- 
vision, Office of International Trade, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

(Information on the Indonesian im- 
port categories is given in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 9, 1953, p. 10, 
and Apr. 27, 1953, p. 9.) 





unless the importer presents a certifi- 
cate of analysis from the Public Health 
Research laboratories of the Philippine 
Department of Health. 


The order, according to the Board, 
was issued to protect consumers and 
to maintain a standard classification 
for flour as a basis for fixing price 
ceilings. 


Austria Enacts New 
Foreign Trade Law 


A new Foreign Trade Law took 
effect in Austria in August, Though 
the provisions of the new law are 
similar to those of the law of 1951, 
which it supersedes, the list of goods 
subject to individual export licenses has 
been shortened. 


The new law also contains certain . 


provisions designed to speed up the 
issuance of licenses. All applications 
must be acted upon within 4 weeks of 
filing; applications involving goods 
valued at under 100,000 schillings (about 
US$3,800) are no longer subject to 
review by a subcommittee of the For- 
eign Trade Advisory Board; and de- 
cisions of the Foreign Trade Board 
will be made upon a simple majority 
vote, rather than by unanimous vote 
as stipulated in the earlier law. 

A number of general exemptions from 
import and export licensing are estab- 
lished, among which are immigrants’ 
and emigrants’ goods, exports of gifts 
valued up: to 1,000 schillings (about 
US$38), exports of travel souvenirs by 
foreign tourists up to a value of 10,000 
schillings, and imports of goods for 
the personal use of travelers up to a 
value of 2,500 schillings——Emb., Vienna, 





Denmark Again To License 
Entry of Gift Automobiles 


Permits will again be issued for im- 
port of automobiles by persons in Den- 
mark as bona fide gifts from abroad, 
the Danish Minister of Commerce has 
announced. . 

Importation of gift automobiles was 
suspended in January 1951>*because the 
shortage of automobiles in Denmark 
at that time led to numerous evasions 
of Danish regulations concerning such 
imports. 

The consignee in Denmark will be 
required to satisfy the Board of Goods 
Supply that the automobile is a gift. 
Required supporting documents include 
a declaration from the foreign donor, 
attested by a Danish consul or other 
appropriate official in his country of 
domicile. 

Automobiles will not be admitted on 
loan under the new procedure. 


CANADA 


Sets Values on Cut Flowers 


Imports of cut flowers into Canada 
from the United States in the period 
September 1-December 31, 1953, will be 
valued in accordance with the following 
schedule established by the Canadian 
Department of National Revenue. 














Cia kee shendcstesccseee $ 7.87 a hundred. 
Muma............. 3.54 a dozen. 
Pompons .87 a bunch (12 0z.). 
Gladiolus............00.060.0-..2 1.07 a dozen. 
Snapdragons..............0-0+ 1.03 a dozen, 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Thai Railway Invites 
Bids on Equipment 


Bids are invited until October 
6, 1953, by the State Railway of 
Thailand, for the supply of 130 
sets for 65 stations of single-line 
lock and block equipment, to be 
fitted to existing mechanical inter- 
locking frames, 

One set of bidding conditions, 
specifications, and blueprints is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Copies (Tender No. 96265) 
may also be obtained from the 
Stores Division, the State Railway 
of Thailand, Bangkok, subject to 
a charge of 50 baht (1 baht= 
US$0.06). 

Bids should be addressed to the 
“Committee for the Opening of 
Tender,” Stores Division, Railway 
Administration, Bangkok, Thai- 
land. 











German Visitors To Study 
U. S. Retail Shoe Trade 


The director and five members of 
the Nord-West Schuhwaren-Einkaufs- 
genossenschaft E.G.m.b.H. (North West 
Boot and Shoe Buying Association), 
Hamburg, Germany, will visit the 
United States during September and 


early October for the purpose of study- 
ing sales techniques in the retail shoe 
trade. The visitors are Dr. Walter 
Pelletier, Werner Dielmann, Erwin 
Galipp, Willy Rueter, Julius Schnee- 
voigt, and Otto Wulf, 


Their organization reportedly repre- 
sents about 450 retail stores specializ- 
ing in quality boots and shoes, and they 
wish to study operations in U. S. retail 
stores specializing in these items, as 
well as in mail-order houses, department 
stores, chain stores, and self-service 
stores. 

The group’s itinerary includes New 
York, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, 
Washington, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more. Correspondence may be addressed 
to Dr. Pelletier, c/o American Express 
Co., 65 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 





Ceylon Offers Ferrous Scrap 


Offers will be accepted by the Gov- 
ernment of Ceylon until September 22, 
1953, for the purchase of an estimated 
70,000 to 100,000 long tons of Govern- 
ment-owned ferrous scrap. Forms on 
which bids must be submitted are avail- 
able from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 


Wyoming Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C, 


September 7, 1953 


Greek Group Offers 
To Aid U. S. Traders 


The Piraeus Produce Exchange re- 
portedly has resumed its prewar activi- 
ties as a clearing house which records 
transactions for the importation into 
Greece of foreign commodities and in- 
sures that the relevant sales contracts 
are carried out by both the Greek im- 
porter and foreign exporter. In this 
capacity, the Exchange invites reputa- 
ble foreign firms wishing to do business 
with Greece to register their transac- 
tions for the purpose of safeguarding 
themselves and insuring that any dis- 
putes will be dealt with promptly and 
settled justly. 

Foreign commodities which are law- 
fully negotiated in the Exchange in- 
clude wheat, barley, corn, flour, coffee, 
sugar, rice, pulses, lubricating oils, seed 
oils, coal, lumber, butter, edible fats, 
sulphur, cotton, salted and smoked fish, 
wool, soda, chemical products, crude 
and processed metals, industrial raw 
materials, bags (empty), dried fruit, 
tanned leather, raw hides, oats, pota- 
toes, tea, pepper, spices in general, and 
condensed milk. 

Correspondence should be addressed 
direct to Piraeus Produce Exchange, 23 
Navarinou Street, Piraeus, Greece. 





Purchase of Antibiotics 
To Be Made by Iraq 


The Central Foreign Purchase Com- 
mittee, Ministry of Finance, Govern- 
ment of Iraq, is inviting bids until Oc- 
tober 15, 1953, for the supply of peni- 
cillin, dihydrostreptomycin, and chlor- 
amphenicol. Terms and specifications 
are obtainable from the Secretary of 
the Committee, subject to a charge of 
100 fils (1,000 fils=1 Iraqi dinar= 
US$2.80 par value) per copy. 

Bids, in Arabic or Arabic and Eng- 
lish, must be accompanied by a deposit 
of 7 percent of the first thousand dinars 
and 5 percent of the remainder of the 
total price quoted. No bid will be con- 
sidered without this deposit. The credit 
must be opened by the bidder. 

Offers, together with deposit, should 
be sent in a sealed envelope marked 
“Tender for Penicillin,’ by registered 
post, direct to the President for the 
Central Foreign Purchase Committee, 
Ministry of Finance, Baghdad, Iraq. 





Greece Wants Playing Cards 


Bids are invited by the Greek Govern- 
ment until September 23, 1953, for the 
supply of 500,000 packs of playing cards 
for the Greek State Playing Card Mo- 
noply, as follows: 300,000 packs class A 
(common type), of 54 cards; 50,000 
packs class B (common type) of 32 
cards; and 150,000 packs class C (lux- 
ury type), of 54 cards. 

A loan copy of the specifications is 


Australian Cannery 
Wants U. S. Capital 


An Australian cannery firm, Green’s 
Products, Ltd., located in Sydney, wishes 
to interest an American firm in partici- 
pating in the development of a project 
to catch and can fish in Australia. In 
connection with this project, two direc- 
tors of the firm, E. V. Cuffe and V. R. 
Hayes, are planning to spend most of 
September and nearly half of October 
in the United States with a view to 
making contacts. 


- Green’s Products, Ltd. reportedly 
controls the operations of a number of 
food canneries, which are located on 
the south coast of New South Wales 
and specialize in fish canning. These 
canneries handle tuna, as well as Aus- 
tralian salmon, barracouta (barracuda), 
mackerel, and mullet, and American 
equipment is now being installed to 
pack pilchards. Their canned tuna is 
sold not only in Australia, but also 
shipped regularly to oversea destina- 
tions, including the Pacific Islands and 
East Africa. Markets being developed 
in New Zealand and the United King- 
dom are said to be in excess of the 
firm’s present productive capacity. 


Facilities To Be Developed 


At present, Green’s canneries must 
depend for their fish on the catch of 
an in-shore localized fleet operated by 
independent fishermen, whose equip- 
ment does not permit fishing in offshore 
waters where the fish are more abun- 
dant. As a means of solving this prob- 
lem, the firm proposes to develop its 
own fishing .facilities, and for this pur- 
pose an association with American in- 
terests would be welcomed. 

Tentatively, the firm suggests an ar- 
rangement whereby the U. S. firm 
would provide capital and technical ex- 
perts, under which Green’s would un- 
dertake to handle the entire catch; or 
a joint venture with an American 
packer. Green’s is open to alternative 
proposals, however, which the firm 
hopes to receive through the personal 
contacts made by Messrs. Cuffe and 
Hayes. 

Messrs. Cuffe and Hayes plan to visit 
New York, Chicago, Dallas, New Or- 
leans, Houston, San Francisco, Vancou- 
ver, Seattle, Los Angeles, and San 
Diego. Correspondence may be ad- 
dressed to them at the Hotel Commo- 
dore in New York City or the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel in Chicago. 





available for review purposes from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
SB, BD. G 

Quotations should be sent direct to 
the Ministry of Finance, State Procure- 
ment Service, Office IX, 33 Winston 
Churchill Street, Athens, Greece. 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Lebanese Contractor 
Seeks Partnership 


An established Lebanese building 
contracting firm and dealer in iron, 
steel, and other construction materials, 
wishes to enter into partnership with 
a U. S. contractor for the purpose of 
undertaking construction projects in 
Iraq. 

The firm, Etablissements Derviche Y. 
Haddad, has already engaged in large- 
scale building and other construction 
work in Iraq, and recently obtained the 
contract for construction of the new 
Iraqi Parliament Building. It now de- 
sires to expand its Iraq operations in 
the fields of power plants (both thermal 
and hydro, the latter including dam 
construction), electrical installations of 
all types, wire and wireless communica- 
tions, and air conditioning. 

A branch office is established in 
Baghdad, and the firm reportedly has 
a contract with a French firm for the 
construction of buildings, roads, and 
dams. Under this contract, Haddad is 
authorized to bid on construction con- 
tracts, either on its own behalf or in 
partnership with the French firm, the 
latter agreeing to take any portion of 
a contract too large for Haddad to 
handle alone. 

Haddad seeks a similar arrangement 
with a U. S. firm to handle the expan- 
sion program contemplated. Profits 
would be split in proportion to the ex- 
penses and labor of each on any partic- 





Bids for 5 Circuit Breakers 
Requested by New Zealand 


The New Zealand State Hydro-Elec- 
tric Department at Wellington is invit- 
ing bids until October 20, 1953, for the 
supply and delivery of five 3-phase 
110-kv. 2500-mva. circuit breakers, for 
the Otahuhu Substation. 

Specifications are available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Comemrce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
the Office of the Commercial Counsel- 
lor, New Zealand Embassy, Dupont Cir- 
cle Building, 1346 Connecticut Avenue, 
Washington 6, D. C. 





Ceylon Government Invites 
Bids on Sterile Catgut 


The Government of Ceylon is invit- 
ing bids until September 22, 1953, for 
the supply of sterile catgut in alcohol 
for use in Government medical institu- 
tions, 

A loan copy of the bidding conditions 
and specifications is available for re- 
view purposes from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted in duplicate 
to the Chairman, Tender Boagd, Minis- 
try of Health, P. O, Box 500, Colombo, 
Ceylon, 
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ular contract, and Etablissements Der- 
viche Haddad would guarantee pay- 
ment of proceeds in dollars in New 
York or elsewhere, 


A partner_in the firm, Sami F. Shou- 
cair, states that he is prepared to come 
to the United States te discuss details 
with any firm seriously interested in 
this proposal. Correspondence should 
be addressed to Sami F. Shoucair, P. O. 
Box 224, Beirut, Lebanon. 





South African Fluorspar 
Deposits Placed on Sale 


Mineral rights to fluorspar deposits 
near Hlabisa, Zululand, Natal, are of- 
fered for sale outright by the present 
owner, G. R, Steenkamp of Natal, on 
the following terms: Free option for 4 
months, £30,000 for next 12 months, 
final purchase price £500,000. 


The property is said to be well lo- 
cated, being 27 miles by national road 
from the railway and 150 miles from 
the port of Durban. It is adjacent to a 
Native Trust area and native labor is 
considered to be ample. 


Additional information, including a 
bulletin on fluorspar deposits in the 
Union of South Africa and South West 
Africa, prepared by the Union of South 
Africa Department of Mines, is availa- 
ble on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties should communi- 
cate with G. R. Steenkamp, P. O. Box 
158, Vryheid, Natal, Union of South 
Africa. 





Syria in Market for Dry- 
Cell Production Equipment 


The Syrian Ministry of National De- 
fense, in Damascus, is inviting bids 
until October 31, 1953, for machinery, 
equipment, and raw materials necessary 
for the construction of a plant to manu- 
facture dry cell batteries for telephones 
and radios, The Ministry requests that 
offers be accompanied by catalogs and 
instructions covering the machinery 
and equipment. 

A list of the rquirements, in French, 
is available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





U. S. exports of tallow and greases, 
mainly inedible, during January-May 
1953 totaled 230,576 short tons, an in- 
crease of one-third from comparable 
shipments in the first 5 months of 1952. 

This is in contrast to lard exports of 
105,563 tons, which were down 44 per- 
cent from January-May 1952 shipments. 





France’s 1953 wheat crop was fore- 
cast on July 1 at about 302 million 
bushels, only about 2 percent below the 
large 1952 harvest, the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture reports. 





Ceylon Issues Schedule 
Of Yarn Needs 


The Commissioner of Cottage 
Industries, Colombo, Ceylon, has 
published the schedule of cotton 
yarn requirements for the Cottage 
Industries, as a preliminary to an 
invitation, soon to be issued, to 
bid on these requirements. It is 
emphasized that the schedule 
should not be considered as the 
tender notice. 

An earlier announcement in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 
22, 1953, page 11, reported the 
Commissioner’s intention to pur- 
chase 1953-54 yarn requirements 
by public bidding. 

Copies of the schedule are 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C.; or the Embassy of 
Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C, 








LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, cata- 
logs, photographs, price lists, or 
samples, is available in specific 
instances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S. Department 
o Commerce, Washington 25, 
Db. G 


In the United States 


Blinds and Brackets: 

Union of South Africa—R. Sonnen- 
berg (inventor), 36 Corporation St., 
P. O. Box 680, Cape Town, offers to a 
U. S. firm the franchise for a retracta- 
ble sunblind bracket, which reportedly 
provides a simple method for attaching 
sunblinds to structures with cantilever 
hoods in such a manner that the blinds 
are hidden from sight when rolled up. 
The system hides not only the blind 
itself, but also any ropes and pulleys 
used for raising and lowering it. The 
brackets employed keep the blinds in 
position when lowered, and hold the 
rolled blinds up after they are raised. 
Further information, including blue- 
print drawings, photographs, and printed 
material available.* 

World Trade Directory Report not ap- 
plicable. 


In Foreign Countries 


Metal Stampings: 

Canada — Farrington Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. (manufacturer of stock and 
custom-made jewel boxes, Charga-Plate 
units, and job metal work involving 
stamping, plating, and buffing), 1191 
Bathurst St., Toronto, Ont., wishes to 
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be licensed by an American firm for the 
Canadian manufacture and distribution 
of small metal stampings, such as radio 
and television parts, automobile acces- 
sories, toys, small ordnance parts, and 
other metal specialties. Further infor- 
mation concerning firm’s operations and 
plant equipment, and brochure illustrat- 
ing certain lines in current production 
are available.* 


Shoe Materials: 


Netherlands — Chemische Fabriek C. 
A. Verbunt (manufacturer of chemical 
products for the shoe industry, importer 
of raw materials, exporter), Hogeham 
113, Dongen, wishes to negotiate with 
an American manufacturer of box toes 
for use of its patterns to make similar 
articles for export to destinations to be 
agreed upon. Firm also desires plans 
and technical assistance in the manu- 
facture of box toes. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs. price lists. or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


Netherlands —N. V. Likeurstokerij 
& Distilleerderij d’Olijfboom v/h Ool- 
gaard & Co. (distiller), Kleine Breede- 
plaats 3, Harlingen, offers to export 
direct, or through agent, gins, cognac, 
brandy, egg brandy, and liqueurs. 


Electrical Equipment and Supplies: 


Germany—Quadramo-Export (whole- 
saler, exporter), 42 Kaiserstrasse, Gue- 
tersloh/Westf., offers to export direct, 
or through agent, all types of electrical 
equipment and supplies. 


Embroidered Goods: 


Madeira — Francisco Rodrigues, Jr. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, distributor, 
and exporter of handmade embroider- 
jes), 220, Rua de Santa Maria, Funchal, 
offers to export direct, or through 
agent, standard qualities of handmade 
Madeira embroidered goods, such as 
table and bed linen, cocktail sets, guest 
towels, baby dresses, sun suits, and 
ladies’ handkerchiefs; approximately 
$20,000 worth each month available for 
export, 


Foodstuffs: 


Italy—Giovanni Hall (exporter), 24 
Via del Corso, Rome, offers to export 
direct 100,000 kilograms of orange juice 
preserved with sulfurous anhydride. 
Firm states another stock of 200,000 
kilograms would be available on request. 
Price information available.* 


Mexico—Regil y Compania S. de R.L. 
(exporter, wholesaler), Apartado Postal 
440, Merida, Yucatan, offers to export 
direct, or through agent, frozen fish and 
fish fillets. Firm states it is in a posi- 


September 7, 1953. 





Iraq To Build ‘Bridge, 
Cross Regulators 


The Development Board of the 
Government of Iraq, is inviting 
bids until September 26, 1953, for 
the construction of two cross reg- 
ulators and a main-road bridge 
relating to the Greater Mussaib 
Canal Scheme, 

Copies of the conditions of con- 
tract, specifications, and drawings 
are available from the Directorate 
General of Contracts at the Min- 
istry of Development, Baghdad, 
subject to a charge of 10 Iraqi 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar=1,000 fils 
=US$2.80 par value) per set. 

Bids must be accompanied by a 
deposit of 4,000 Iraqi dinars, which 
must be paid in cash to the Di- 
rectorate General of Accounts of 
the Ministry of Development, and 
a receipt issued for such payment 
must be attached to the tender 
documents. Such cash _ deposit 
may be replaced by a letter of 
guaranty from any approved bank 
in Baghdad. Tenders will be ac- 
cepted only from persons or firms 
who have had previous experience 
in works of similar nature and 
magnitude. The Board does not 
bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 











tion to supply regular amounts of sea 
bass, speckled trout, croakers, and red 
snapper. 

Looms (Children’s) : 

Denmark—Jacobsen’s Husflid (export 
merchant), 154 Gl. Kongevej, Copen- 
hagen, offers to export direct to gift 
shops specializing in handicraft and 
applied art small-sized looms, in three 
sizes, that can be operated by children. 
Firm states the looms operate in the 
same manner as regular hand looms, 
Sample available.* 


Machinery and Equipment: 


Germany — Techno-Agricultur Prog- 
ress G.m.b.Ht (export merchant for 
West German manufacturers of agricul- 
tural equipment), 115 Luisenstrasse, 
Bad Homberg v.d.H., offers to export 
direct, or through agent, high-grade 
agricultural equipment, such as tractors, 
wagons, ploughs, harrows, cultivators, 
seed drills, transplanters, harvesters, 
threshing machines, binders, pumps, 
motors, mills, presses, and hand imple- 
ments. 

Germany—Quadramo-Export (whole- 
saler, exporter), 42 Kaiserstrasse, Gue- 
tersloh/Westf., offers to export direct, 
or through agent, all kinds of motors. 

Germany—Gerhard Weber (purchas- 
ing agent for chemical apparatus and 
installations), 2 Unter den. Ejichen, 
Frankfort on the Main, offers to export 
direct, or through agent, apparatus and 
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installations for use in the chemical in- 
dustries. 


Metals and Metal Products: 

Germany—Gerhard Weber (purchas- 
ing agent for metal products), 2 Unter 
den Eichen, Frankort on the Main, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
all kinds of iron and steel and metal 
products. 


Pottery: 

Netherlands—M. Jochem C. V. (ex- 
port agent), Groothandelsgebouw, Rot- 
terdam, offers to export direct (pre- 
ferred), or through agent, blue Delft 
hand-painted pottery, 


Precision Instruments: 

Germany—Gerhard Weber (purchas- 
ing agent for precision. instruments), 2 
Unter den Eichen, Frankfort on the 
Main, offers to export direct, or through 
agent, all kinds of fine precision in- 
struments, including optical and meas- 
uring instruments. 


Radios: 
Germany—Quadramo-Export (whole- 
saler, exporter), 42 Kaisrestrasse, Gue- 


tersloh/Westf., offers to export radios 
direct or through agent. 

Textiles: 

Germany—Ludw. Povel & Co., Spin- 
ning and Weaving Mills (manufacturer), 
(23) Nordhorn, offers to export direct, 
or through regional agents, up to 100,- 
000 yards per month of fabrics from 
cotton and staple fiber, woven from 
colored yarns as well as piece-dyed, for 
shirts, clothing, aprons, pajamas, and . 
poplin coats. Firm states its specialties 
are checked ginghams, spun rayon trop- 
icals (striped and plain), pajama stripes, 
shirting flannels, shirting twills, poplin 
shirtings, khaki herringbone twills, and 
khaki matting. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Hardware: 

Netherlands—N. V. P. Mercx’s Ijzer 
en Staalhandel (importer, wholesaler), 
47 Nieuwlandstraat, Tilburg, wishes to 
purchase direct hardware, including 
household items. 


Machinery and Equipment: 

Spain—Centrales Lecheras Espanolas, 
S. A. (CLESA) (organization for the 
establishment of milk collection and 
distribution centers throughout Spain), 
Lista 43, Madrid, wishes to purchase 
direct from manufacturers all types of 
machinery and equipment, such as milk 
tanks, cans, pasteurizers, separators, 
testing equipment, bottling machines, 
bottle washers, and sterilizers, for the 
establishment and operation of modern 
dairy centers. The program, authorized 
by law, calls for progressive establish- 
ment of dairy centers throughout Spain, 
beginning with the large cities (Madrid, 
Barcelona) and gradually covering the 
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whole country. Legislation calls for com- 
pletion of the program by about 1966. 


Radio Parts: 

British Guiana—Standard Radio & 
General Store (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 35 Robb St., Lacytown, George- 
town, wishes to purchase direct radio 
and electrical supplies, such as tubes, 
‘wires, and condensers; approximately 
$2,000 worth annually. 


Rolling Mill Products: 

Netherlands—N. V. P. Merex’s Ijzer 
en Staalhandel (importer, wholesaler), 
47 Nieuwlandstraat, Tilburg, wishes to 
purchase rolling mill products direct. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Building Materials: 

Germany—Gerhard Weber (selling 
agent), 2 Unter den Ejichen, Frankfort 
on the Main, wishes to obtain agency 
for newly developed special materials 
used in modern building construction, 
floor and wall tiles, concrete plates, 
fittings, and fixtures. 


Chemicals: 

Egypt—aAlexandre N. Debbas (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
4 Haret el Soufi (Opera Square), P. O. 
Box 1952, Cairo, wishes to obtain agency 
for chemicals for the soapmaking in- 
dustry. 


Clothing and Accessories: 

British West Indies—Associated Trad- 
ing (B. W. I.) Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent), 18 Chacon St., Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to obtain agency for 
men’s haberdashery and shoes, 


Electrical Equipment: 

Germany—Gerhard Weber (selling 
agent), 2 Unter den‘Eichen, Frankfort 
on the Main, wishes to obtain agency for 
electrical equipment for household and 
industrial uses. 

Fats and Oils: 

Egypt—Alexandre N. Debbas (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
4 Haret el Soufi (Opera Square), P. O. 
Box 1952, Cairo, wishes to obtain 
agency for fancy tallow, acid oils, and 
fatty acids for the soapmaking indus- 
try. 

Hardware: 

British West Indies—Associated Trad- 
ing (B.W.1.) Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent), 18 Chacon St., Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to obtain agency for 
builders’. and household hardware. 

Mexico—William John Gamard (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 16 de Septiembre 
No, 10, Desp. 410, Mexico, D.F., wishes 
to obtain agency for builders’ and light 
hardware, including locks, door handles, 
hammers, and soldering irons, 


Housewares: 
Mexico—William John Gamard. (man- 
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ufacturer’s agent), 16 de Septiembre 
No. 10, Desp. 410, Mexico, D. F., wishes 
to obtain agency for towel racks, soap 
containers, and deodorizers. 


Materials Handling Equipment: 

Mexico—Edwin H. Weil (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Apartado 1335, Edificio 
Isaac Garza, Desp. 307, Monterrey, 
wishes to obtain agency for materials 
handling equipment, including lift 
trucks and hoists, 


Office Supplies: 

Mexico—William John Gamard (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 16 de Septiembre 
No. 10, Desp. 410, Mexico, D. F., wishes 
to obtain agency for office supplies, 
such as staplers, dating stamps, and 
stencils. 


Sporting Goods: 

Mexico—William John Gamard (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 16 de Septiembre 
No. 10, Desp. 410, Mexico, D. F., wishes 
to obtain agency for sporting goods. 


Stationers’ Supplies: 

British West Indies—Associated Trad- 
ing (B.W.I.) Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent), 18 Chacon St., Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to obtain agency for 
stationery and paper. 


Textiles: 

British West Indies—Associated Trad- 
ing (B.W.I.) Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent), 18 Chacon St., Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to obtain agency for 
textiles and dry goods. 

Toys: 

Mexico—William John Gamard (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 16 de, Septiembre 
No. 10, Desp. 410, Mexico, D. F., wishes 
to obtain agency for toys. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Germany—Wolfram Ahn, represent- 
ing Walther & Cie. AG (manufacturer 
of boilers, fire protection apparatus, 
vacuum cleaners), 51 Waltherstrasse, 
Koeln-Dellbrueck, is interested in visit- 
ing power stations and manufacturers 
of boilers, and requests technical in- 
formation on the production of boilers, 
sprinklers, and carbon dioxide, Sched- 
uled to arrive September 21, via New 
York, for a visit of 3 months. U. S. 
address: c/o Foster Wheeler Corp., 165 
Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, De- 
troit, Chicago, Providence, Pittsburgh, 
and cities in New Jersey. 

Germany — Franz Cornelsen, repre- 
senting Franz Cornelsen Verlag 
G.m.b.H. (publisher), 29 Binger Strasse, 
Berlin-Wilmersdorf, is interested in con- 
tacting U. S. textbook publishers and 
experts in the civic activity field, who 
are interested in obtaining German 
copyrights for textbooks used in West 
Berlin and West German schools. He 
also is interested in acquiring U. S. 


copyrights for textbooks. Scheduled to 
arrive August 27, via New York, for a 
visit of 3 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Leaders’ and Specialists’ Branch, Educa- 
tional Exchange Service, Department of 
State, Washington 25, D. C. Itinerary: 
Washington, New York, Boston, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles. 

World Trade Directory: Report not 
applicable. 

Germany—Wilhelm Pulch, represent- 
ing Rheinische Eisengiesserei, Wilhelm 
Pulch (manufacturer of gray cast iron 
products, exporter of drop-forge prod- 
ucts), 25-Voisweg, Ratingen, is inter- 
ested in visiting iron foundries and 
manufacturers of plastics, and requests 
technical information on modern proc- 
essing methods and_ transportation 
equipment for utilization by his firm. 
Scheduled to arrive September 5, via 
New York, for a visit of 2 to 3 months. 
U. S. address: c/o Beardsley & Piper, 
2424 North Cicero Ave., Chicago 30, Il. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Milwaukee, Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Washington, Canton (Ill.), and Mem- 
phis. 

Iraq—Abdul Massih E. Jwaideh (im- 
porter, exporter), Shamash Bldg., Jami 
Mirjan Square, Rashid St., Baghdad, is 
interested in medical, sanitary, agri- 
cultural, and industrial_machinery and 
equipment. Scheduled to arrive in Sep- 
tember, via New York, for a visit of 
3 months. U. S. address: c/o Eastern 
Commercial Agency, Empire State 
Bidg., 350 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Milwaukee, and 
Fort Wayne (Ind.). 


Israel—Emanuel Bernstein, represent- 
ing Bernstein Brothers and Shutfuth 
Letziud Velehaspaka Technit (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer), 13 Petach Tikva 
Rd., Tel-Aviv, is interested in obtaining 
agencies for garage equipment and tools, 
including high-pressure hose. Scheduled 
to arrive about September 15, via New 
York, for a visit of 10 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o D. C. Andrews, 27 Water 
St., New York 4, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Salisbury (Md.), Chicago, and 
Washington. 


Luxembourg—C. A. Roels, a director 
of SECALT, S. A. (manufacturer of 
patented traction and hoisting device 
known as “Tirfor’), 19 rue de Nassau, 
City of Luxembourg, is interested in 
appointing salesmen (preferably with 
some technical background) throughout 
the United States, for the sale of his 
equipment. Mr. Roels is now in the 
United States for 4 or 5 months. U. S. 
address: Hotel Empire, Apt. 1032, 
Broadway and 63d St., New York, N. Y. 
(Telephone: CO, 5-7400). Itinerary: To 
be determined by inquiries. 

Mexico—Fred A. Orleans, represent- 
ing Cia. Orleans, S. A. (purchasing 
agent, commission merchant, sales 
agent), Apartado Postal 7683, Mexico, 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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U. S. Trade Expands in First Half of '53 


United States merchandise imports during the first half of 1953 
showed a moderate advance from the high volume reached last year 
following the unprecedented rise and subsequent fall of the first 18 


months after Korea. 


Exports, although remaining considerably lower—apart from mil- 


itary aid shipments—than in the first 
half of 1952, recovered appreciably from 
the level to which they had dropped in 
the second half of that year. 

The upswing in exports, however, did 
not quite match that in imports. Con- 
sequently, the nonmilitary trade bal- 
ance, already greatly narrowed in the 





Foreign trade figures cited in this 
article (including tables) have been 
prepared by the U. 8. Trade Statistics 
Section, Office of International Trade, 
from basic data tabulated by the Bu- 
reau of the Census. 
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latter half of 1952, diminished slightly 
further. For the full year ended in June, 
the excess of nonmilitary exports over 
imports amounted to only $1.1 billion, as 
compared with a little over $4 billion 
in the preceding 12 months, 


This shrunken trade balance made a 
claim upon the dollar purchasing power 
of the foreign countries considerably 
smaller than the sums provided through 
the existing outflow of U. S. private 
capital and Government economic aid. 
The rest of the world as a whole thus 
was able to add, through transagtions 
with this country, well over $2 billion 
to its holdings of gold and dollar assets 
between mid-1952 and mid-1953, in con- 
trast to. the dangerously sizable liquida- 
tion of such reserves a year earlier. 

The recent increase in imports, from 
$5.3 billion in the last 6 months of last 
year to $5.6 billion from January 
through June 1953, brought their value 
above that of any prior semiannual 
period except the first half of 1951, 





when the alltime peak of $6 billion was 
recorded. The latter figure, however, 
reflected import prices averaging about 
9 percent higher than those of 1953 to 


date, and current comparisons are thus 
much more favorable in terms of vol- 
ume. On that basis, in fact, this year’s 
imports through June surpassed the 
previous semiannual peak by a small 
margin and were larger by roughly one- 
tenth than in the first half of 1952. 


Total merchandise exports, including 
military equipment and supplies shipped 
under the Mutual Security Program, 
amounted to $8.1 billion during the half- 
year ended in June, as compared with 
$7.1 billion in the preceding 6 months 
and $8 billion in the firgt half of last 
year. The bulk of the recent expansion 
was in the military category, which now 
comprises around one-fourth of the 
total, but which requires no dollar 
financing by foreign countries. Military- 
aid shipments have increased over the 
past three half-years from $800 million 
to $1.2 billion and to $2 billion. 


Nonfarm Exports Up Moderately 


A smaller, but from .an economic 
standpoint more significant, part of the 
first-half 1953 increment in _ total 
exports represented the recovery of 
commercial trade in nonagricultural 
products. Shipments of such commodi- 
ties had fallen off, along with those of 
leading agricultural commodities, dur- 
ing the slump in the summer of 1952, 
These nonagricultura] exports, however, 
increased by $260 million to nearly $4.8 
billion in the first 6 months of 1953, 


Table 1.—U. S. Exports, Imports, and Balance of Merchandise Trade 


[In millions of dollars] 








1952 
Half Yearly 
1951: 


Apr.-June 





Jan.-June 
July-Dec. 
1962: 


Jan.-June 
July-Dec. 
1953: 


Jan.-June e 
Quarterly 
1952: 





EIS eee ae ae NTS TO 

ERS aR A eR iB sae Se 

a FE GEIRRRE PEERS OS TEER ER 

RR RS ea se 
1953: 

Jan.-Mar. 





Excess of 
Exports nonmilitary 
Excluding General exports over 
MSP military imports imports 
onsveants 7,124 5,529 
iadealincae 6,622 5,429 
19,993 8,852 1,141 
13,967 10,967 3,000 
13,188 10,717 2,472 
7,366 6,784 6,018 766 
7,667 7,183 4,949 2,234 
8,039 7,256 5,409 1,848 
7,138 5,933 5,308 624 
8,093 6,129 5,630 499 
4,044 3,779 ® 2,779 1,000 
3,994 3,478 2,629 849 
3,342 2,787 2,533 254 
3,796 3,145 2,775 370 
; 2,990 2,782 208 
4,217 3,139 2,848 291 


1 Excludes data from April when shipments “under the Mutual Security Program began. 
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thus regaining about one-third of the 
loss recorded in the second half * 
last year. 


Agricultural exports, which had 
shown a greater relative decline in the: 
latter period, remained at approximate- 
ly the level to which they had then 
fallen—$1.4 billion as compared with 


. half-yearly totals of around $2 billion 


during the preceding 18 months, as 
shown in table 2. 


Most of this change in the level of 


Table 2.—Leading Export Commodities 


[In millions of dollars] 
1952 1953 


Jan.- July- Jan.- 
June Dec. June 





Commodity} 
Agricultural: 
rains and preparations.... 884 599 572 


Cotton, unmanufactured.... 563 299 272 
Tobacco, unmanufactured 100 147 138 
All other agricultural.......... 444 395 395 
Nonagricultural (excluding 

special ge oY 3 » 
Machinery, total.................... 458 1,253 1,435 

Industrial ... wm 1S 733 729 
Automobiles, parts ‘and 

accessories . me ao 399 8=—s: B21 
Chemicals and related 


products wane 380 
Textile manufactures ........ 345 314 326 
Iron and steel mill 


| | ge SE SES 342 280 267 
Petroleum and products... 294 278 261 
oo Fe eR I RE Se 280 214 154 


All other nonagricultural....1,119 1,038 1,066 
Total exports of U. S. 
merchandise 


Agricultural .........cccccccccc 1,991 1,440 1,377 
Nonagricultural (excluding 
special categor’y.................. 4,865 4,138 4,410 
Special category ?................ 1,107 1,497 2,243 
2 Data exclude reexports. 
pecial category’’ exports include those. 


conaaebities to which security restrictions 
apply as regards publication of detailed 
statistics. 


agricultural shipments was attributable 
to drastic declines in foreign demand for 
U. S. grains and cotton, exports of 
which dropped from the first to the 
second half of last year by 32 percent 
and 47 percent, respectively. Both con- 
tinued to move sluggishly through 
mid-1953. 

Larger supplies becoming available 
from outside this country and compara- 
tively high U. S. prices under present 
support programs have been the princi- 
pal deterrents to expansion of foreign 
purchases of American wheat. Similar 
factors have contributed, along with 
last year’s downturn in European tex- 
tile production and the emergence of 
apparently excessive cotton inventories 
in that area, to the depressed level of 
cotton exports. 


Machinery, Autos Lead Recovery 


The recent increase in nonagricul- 
tural exports other than military sup- 
plies was concentrated heavily in 
machinery and automobiles. Shipments 
in the machinery group, valued at 
$1,435 millien, showed a gain of $180 
million over the second half of 1952, 
with all important components con- 
tributing to the increase, and were only 


(Continued on Page i6) 
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U. S. Trade Expands 
(Continued from Page 15) 


$23 million below the record level of 
the first half of that year. 


Similarly, automobile exports, which 
had declined to $400 million in the 
second half of 1952, increased to $521 
million—a total only one-eighth - less 
than the high average prevailing from 
the beginning of 1951 through the 
middle of 1952. Shipments to Canada 
accounted for the major share of this 
increase, reaching a value 35 percent 
higher than in the corresponding 
months of last year; but those to other 
areas, except for the seriously depressed 
Brazilian market, also were generally 
buoyant. 

In part, of course, the recovery of 
both machinery and automotive exports 
since the second half of last year has 
reflected merely the resumption of de- 
liveries impeded as a consequence of the 
prolonged steel strike that summer. 
The trend also appears, nevertheless, to 
have been solidly founded upon sus- 
tained high demand, gradually rein- 
forced by the strengthening of foreign 
dollar-exchange positions which has de- 
veloped over the past year. Some sup- 
port for this view canbe found in the 
moderate upturns in exports of a wide 
range of other items which had fallen 
off in the second half of 1952. Notable 
among these were chemicals and tex- 
tiles, in which pronounced downtrends 
evident even for some time prior to 
mid-1952 were finally arrested. 

The major offset to recent advances 
was in coal exports. These had already 
declined steadily from $353 million in 
the latter half of 1951—-when shipments 
to Europe were at a peak—to $214 mil- 
lion a year later; and they continued 
downward to $154 million in January- 
June 1953, when less than one-fourth of 
the shipments crossed the Atlantic. 
Other commodities showing further but 
moderate declines in the latter period 


included iron and steel and petroleum - 


products. a 
Import Gains Widespread 


The expansion of imports in the first 
half of 1953, broadly based upon the 
steady growth of domestic production 
and. ineomes, and reinforced by the 
prevalence of somewhat less conserva- 
tive business. inventory policies than 
were in effect during much of 1952, was 
distributed over a wide range of in- 
dividual commodities. Of the 14 items 
listed in table 3, all but three show 
increases in value as compared with 
the corresponding period a year earlier. 

The current emphasis in the U. S. 
economy upon military production, how- 
ever, together with the high volume of 
output of civilian durable goods, has 
tended to concentrate the increases in 
imports upon types of goods closely 
related to such demands. Chief among 
these is the nonferrous metals group, 
where copper and tin have led a very 
marked and sustained advance, An 


increment of $60 million for the first 
half of 1953 over the preceding 6 
months, although representing a re- 
tarded rate of growth, brought the non- 
ferrous metals total to nearly $900 
million, as compared with a semiannual 
average of well under $500 million as 
recently as 1951. In addition, machinery 


Table 3.—Leading Import Commodities 


{In millions of dollars] 
1952 1958 


Jan.- July- Jan.- 


Commodity * June Dec. June 
Agricultural: 
ag ae at sc 701 675 721 
Ce: CNN atid s...kiceda nce 235 180 246 
Crude rubber .... aa 207 191 
Wool, unmanufactured ... 198 184 174 
All other agricultural............ 874 853 874 


Nonagricultural: 

Nonferrous metals and 
SEITE 727 834 896 

Paper and paper materials 454 472 460 

Petroleum and products... 343 349 368 

Textile manufactures ........ 254 259 237 

Machinery and vehicles .... 182 172 200 

Chemicals and sulated 


products Foncighess:, aa 113 165 
Iron and steel mill 
products ...... sudiisinae 112 139 
Sawmill products © ; ‘oo 121 118 
All other nonagricultural.... 715 789 778 
Tctal U. S. imports................. 8.427 5,320 5,567 
Agricultural toy SER 2,420 2,099 2,206 
Nonagricultural .................. 8,007 3,221 3,361 


1 Data represent imports for consumption. 





and vehicles, iron and steel, chemicals, 
and petroleum together registered a 
gain of weil over $100 milli6n by com- 
parison with either half of 1952. 

Coffee and- sugar, in combination, also 
added over $100 million to the rise from 
the second half of last year. These in- 
creases, however, were largely seasonal 
and left the respective totals only a few 
percentage points higher than in Jan- 
uary-June 1952, 

Exceptions to the general advance 
above 1952 import levels were crude 


rubber, wool, and textile manufactures.’ 


As a result of a severe price decline and 
a drop of 24 percent in quantity, crude 


rubber imports at $191 million amount- ~ 


ed to less than half their value in the 
first 6 months of 1952. Most of this 
drop had occurred in thé second half 
of that year, after which the further 
shrinkage in value was comparatively 
moderate. Imports of raw wool and of 
textile manufactures also continued on 
generally downward trends in terms of 
value. In the former case, however, this 
trend was flattening out, and the 


quantity imported through June 1953 


was actually slightly larger than a 
year earlier. 





Australian Economy Prospers 
(Continued from Page 3) 


waterfront continued to hinder shipping. 

The quarterly adjustment in basic 
wages, effective the first pay period in 
August, was announced on July 17. The 
weekly advances for male workers, with 
the new basic wages in pounds, shillings, 
and pence in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows: Sydney, 2s.(12/3/0); Melbourne, 
3s.(11/15/0); Brisbane, 1s.(10/18/0); 
Adelaide, 3s.(11/11/0); Perth, 5s.(11/ 
16/0); Hobart, 3s.(12/2/0); Canberra, 
3s.(11/18/0); 30 towns, 3s.(11/16/0). 
The basic wage for female workers is 
75 percent of the rate for males 
throughout Australia. 


Government Revenue Shows Surplus 


A surplus of A£13.1 million was real- 
ized in Commonwealth Government ac- 
counts for the year ended June 30, 1953, 
revenue aggregating A£1,037.5 million 
and expenditures A£1,024.4 million. In- 
come tax yielded a record of A£556 
million compared with A£545.2 million 
in 1951-52. Excise also returned a 
greater yield than in the preceding 
year, reaching A£113.1 million. On the 
other hand, customs duty revenue 
dropped from A£113.9 million in 1951-52 
to A£70.7 million in 1952-53, owing to 
the reduction of imports following the 
wide application of import restrictions. 
Sales tax. revenue was A£9.4 million 
lower than the preceding year’s total of 
A£89.1 million, 


The, Commonwealth budSet for 1953- 
54 will be presented to Parliament early 
in September. Meanwhile, revenue and 
expenditure estimates for the coming 
year are being examined by the Cabinet. 
Tax reductions are expected in the 


categories of individual income, com- 
pany, payroll, sales, and excise. 


Business activity in July showed no’ 


substantial change from the level in 
recent months. There appeared to be 
some inclination to await Cabinet ac- 
tion on tax concessions. The ‘share 
market remained fairly stable with a 
slight upward movement. 

Retail sales during the fiscal year 


1952-53 reached a record of A£1,962.1 


million, representing a 2-percent in- 
crease of A£32.3 million over last year. 
Food and grocery sales, climbing from 
A£531.4 million in 1951-52 to A£584.5 
million this year, accounted for the in- 
crease. Sales of motor vehicles, gaso- 
line, electrical goods, radios, furniture; 
and floor covering were valued lower 
than in the preceding 12 months. 


The Kwinana area, 20 miles south of 
Perth and completely undeveloped prior 
to 1952, is undergoing a wave of indus- 
trial development. Work continued 
during July on the refinery being 
erected by an Australian oil company. 

With the locating of the refinery at 
Kwinana, which adjoins Cockburn 
Sound, the State government committed 


itself to open up the Sound and has’ 
contracted with a Dutch firm for the 
dredging cperations. Completion of -a; 


channel 45 feet deep is scheduled for 


1957, but the dredging company hopes; 
to finish in 1956. A Broken Hill Pty,, 
Co., Ltd., steel rolling mill is being built, 
in the vicinity and a large cement plant, 
is in the final planning stages. Nu-., 


merous subsidiary industries probably 


will be attracted to the area within the: 


next few years.—Cons. Gen., Sydney. 


(Conversion rates: Australian pound 


(AL) =$2.24; shilling (s.)=11:2c; and 
pence (d.) =.93c.) 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





U. S.-European Currency Relations 


This guide to the relative values of the principal Western 
European currencies, introduced on an experimental basis 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 18, 1953, has been 
brought up to date for its appearance here. 


The guide is comparable to the familiar type of mileage 
chart showing distances between cities and is designed to be 
used in the same manner. Presented below in the form of a 
table, it shows each currency value “both ways,” so that 
world traders can readily see, without making further cal- 
culations, how many currency units of a particular country 
are needed to buy 100 currency units of a second country, 
and, conversely, how many currency units of the second 


country are needed to buy 100 currency units of the other 
country. 


course, take into account day-to-day fluctuations in cur- 
rencies, the effect on basic exchange rates of export or im- 
port bonuses, or other special factors that must be consid- 
ered in specific trade transactions. 


The primary function of the table is to serve as a rough 
guide for use in making preliminary calculations. For close 
financial calculations it is necessary not only to obtain up- . 
to-the-minute information from financial institutions special- 
izing in foreign exchange, but also to take into account all 


other currency factors that may be involved in a particular 
transaction. 


Readers are invited to send any suggestions they may 
have for improving this table to Foreign Commerce Weekly, 


Office of International Trade, U. S. Department of Com- 


The currency relationships shown in the table do not, of merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


































































Value in 

Country Currency unit terms of—| $ | s Bfrs Dkr |Ffrs| DM | Lire| Hfi Nkr | Esc Pts | Skr | Sfrs |£ sh d 
. } _——aiane coe Rp RARE $ 1} 1.00) 26.00 50.00} 6.90) 350) 4.20 625; 3.80) 7.14) 28.75 5.17} 4.3010 7 2 
OSS ESAT: Schilling................0... Ss 100} 3.85) 100.00 192.50} 26.50)1,346| 16.15) 2,405) 14.62) 27.46) 110.60) 148} 19.90) 16.54/11 7 
I sinsoscrenedient Belgian franc............|Bfrs 100} 2.00} 52.00 100.00; 13.80) 700) 8.40) 1,250) 7.60) 14.28) 57.50 10. 8.6010 14 3 
Denmark ................. Danish krone............. Dkr 100} 14.48] 376.80 724.65) 100.00) 5,072} 60.85) 9,060) 55.07) 103.50) 416.65 557| 74.95) 62.3215 3 8 
France French franc.... Ftrs 1,000) 2.86) 74.30 142.85} 19.70) 1,000) 12.00) 1,785) 10.86) 20.40) 82.15 91} 14. 12.2910 19 8 
Germany ...| Deutschemark. DM 100)| 23.80] 619.00) 1,190.50) 164.30) 8,333) 100.00| 14,880] 90.50! 170.00| 684.50! — 905) 123.10! 102.3818 10 1 
ys I ne (Lire 1,000! 1.60] 41.60 80.00} 11.05) 560! 6.70| 1,000) 6.18] 11.42! 46.00 8. 6.880 11 5) 
Netherlands Dutch florin......... ... Hf 100) 26.30| 684.20) 1,315.80) 181.60] 9,210) 110.50] 16,450| 100.00) 187.90) 756.60) 1,012] 136.05| 113.16)9 7 11 
Norway Norwegian krone.....|Nkr 100} 14.00} 364.5 700.30} 96.65) 4,902} 58.80) 8.755) 53.20) 100.00| 402.65) 532] 72.40) 60.225 0 0 
Portugal ON SERRE ES Esc 100} 3.48| 90.45 173.90) 24.00) 1.217) 14.60) 2,175) 13.20; 24.85) 100.00) 132) 18.00); 14.96/11 5 0 
Spain ........ ae ETN Pts 100} 2.60) 67.60 130. 17.95} 1.100} 9.15) 1,625) 9.88) 18.80] 74.75) 100) 13.45) 11.18]1 1 6 
Sweden {Swedish krona.......... Skr 100} 19.33) 502.90 967.10) 133.45) 6.770} 81.25) 12.090) 73.50) 138.10) 556.10} 744/| 100.00) 83.17/6 18 
Switzerland ...........\Swiss franc................. Sfrs 100} 23.30) 604.65) 1,162.80) 160.50) 8.140} 97.65) 14.535) 88.37) 166.05) 668.60) 894) 120.23/ 100.00/8 6 0 
United Kingdom.../Pound. ............ccc0005 £ 1} 2.80) 72.80 139.90} 19.30|)1.020) 11.75) 1,750) 10.65) 20.00) 80.00 93) 14.50) 12.0411 @ ©@ 























General Notes 


The above figures are based on official exchange rates. 
' For a number of countries, there exist unofficial quotations, show- 
i ing considerable discounts in comparison with official rates. The ex- 
tent of the discount varies according to the degree of restrictions 
(on convertibility, transfer, etc.) to which the particular type of 


*“‘Acquired blocked marks” (usable by non-Germans for investments 
and certain specified commodity and financial transactions) are cur- 
rently traded at approximately $15.50 for DM100, 


Italy.—Par value not yet established. Current rate for banknotes 
is approximately Lire 630 to the dollar. 





currency is subjected. 


Also, a number of countries have ‘‘multiple’’ exchange rates, for 
types of currency which are used in specific fields of trade or fi- 
nance, or which are attached to certain commodities, 


trade transactions. 


Notes on Individual Currencies 


United pietes< vee troy ounce of fine gold=$35. $1—0.888671 

rams of fine gold. é 
lela. Pat value $26 to the dollar. , rams of fine d 
Belgium.—Par value Bfrs 50 to the dollar. The current free-mar- he ‘‘free-market 


ket rate for banknotes is approximately Bfrs 51 to the dollar. 
Denmark.—Par value Dkr 6.91 to the dollar. 
France.—Official value Ffrs 350 to the dollar. The current free- 
market rate for banknotes is approximately Ffrs 402 to the dollar. 
(Federal Republic).—Par value DM4.20 to the dollar. 
Current rate for banknotes approximately DM4.70 to the dollar. 


Germany 


for specific 


Netherlands.—Par value Hfi 3.89 to the dollar. Current free-market 
rate for banknotes is approximately Hfi 3.88 to the dollar. 
Norway.—Par value 
Portugal.—Par value Esc 28.75 to the dollar. 
Spain.—No par value established. A variety of multiple exchange 
renee | prevails. Current rate for banknotes is approximately $2.17 for 
Ss. 


.14 to the krone. 


Sweden.—Par value $0.193 to the krona. Current free-market rate 
for banknotes is approximately $17.03 for 100 kroner. 


Switzerland.—Par value not established. One Swiss franc=0.20322 


francs are equal. 


old which=23.3 U.S. cents. 
rate and the 


In relation to the dollar, 
“‘official-market’’ rate for Swiss 


United Kingdom.—Par value $2.80 to the pound. Current banknote 
rate approximately $2.65 to the pound. The Australian 
firm relation of 1%4:1 to the British pound. The New 
the South Africa pound are approachin: 
current quotations of approximately $2. 


ound has a 

aland and 
the British in value, with 
to the pound. 





Validation Period Set 
For W. German Bonds 


Holders of German dollar bonds have 
been invited to register their securities 
fer validation beginning September 1, 
1953. 

The Validation Board for German 
Dollar Bonds announced on August 25 
that bondholders should: Obtain regis- 
tration forms from a bank, broker, se- 
curities dealer, or the Validation Board; 
and mail or deliver the bonds, together 
with the properly executed registration 
forms, to the appropriate depository in 
New York as soon as possible, and not 
later than August 31, 1954. 

For Dawes Loan bonds, Young Loan 
bonds, and bonds of the Free State of 


September 7, 1953 


Prussia, the depository is J. P. Morgan 
& Co., 23 Wall Street, New York 8, N. Y. 
The depository for all other issues is the 
National City Bank of New York, 
Corporate Trust Department, 20 Ex- 
change Place, New York 15, N. Y. 

Bonds must be validated in order to 
be eligible for servicing under the terms 
of the London Agreements on German 
External Debts, and for trading on U. S. 
securities markets. The Validation 
Board for German Dollar Bonds 
will validate only German dollar bonds 
physically located outside of Germany 
as of January 1, 1945. 

Bonds of East German issuers are not 
yet eligible for validation. Holders of 
other German dollar bonds or German 
bonds denominated in other foreign cur- 
rencies can ask the board for advice. 


Holders of securities denominated in 
German currency who have not yet had 
their securities validated should apply 
to the Securities Settlement Advisory 
Agency of the German Federal Republic, 
39 Broadway, New York, N. Y. German 
bonds denominated in a non-German 
currency other than U. S. dollars must 
be validated in the country of offering. 

The public is cautioned against pur- 
chasing bonds which have not been vali- 
dated. 





Trade-marks applied for in India in 
the fiscal year ended March 1952 to- 
taled 175,035. 

Of these applications 149,397 were 
from trade-mark owners in India and 
the remainder from owners residing 


abroad but using their trade-marks in 
India. 
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March 31 Deadline Set 
For German Claims 


The deadline for filing claims 
for payment of war damage to 
property in Western Germany un- 
der the German Law Concerning 
Equalization of Burdens has been 
extended to March 31, 1954. 

The original deadline for these 
claims was August 31, 1953. 

A brief outline of the law and 
the procedure to be followed in fil- 
ing claims thereunder appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
23, 1953, page 18. 











Colombia Eases Payment 
Of 1952 Income Surtax 


The Colombian special surtax on 1952 
income now may be paid in four equal 
installments, due October 1 and Decem- 
ber 1, 1953, and February 1 and April 
1, 1954, as provided by a decree-law of 
August 5. 

The original decree establishing a 20- 
percent surtax on the income, excess 
property, and patrimony taxes paid by 
individual and corporate taxpayers 
whose 1952 taxes amounted to 10,000 
pesos or more called for payment by 
September 30, 1953 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly Aug. 31, 1953, p. 10). 

The change in due date is the result 
of efforts made by the Asociacion 
Nacional de Industriales and other busi- 
ness organizations to allow a more 
liberal method of payment in view of 
the tight money situation prevailing in 
Colombia. 

The new method of payment should 
be noted in Department of Commerce 
circular, “Establishing a Business in 
Colombia,” International Reference 
Service, vol. 5, No. 125, December 1948. 





Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 10) 





1.46 a dozen. 
3.99 a dozen. 
M 20.80 a hundred, 
Tris 1.94 a dozen. 
Roses, No.1} Stems 12 inches and 
Roses, No. 2§ undet................... $6.78 a hundred 
Roses, Extra } Stems over 12 inches and under 
Roses, Fancy +. yg we 2.40 | hundred 
oses, Spec ems es an 
R . ial PSE. $17.89 a hundred 


Cut flowers of all kinds are of a class 
or kind produced in Canada, and im- 
ports during the period indicated at 
values lower than those listed are likely 
to be held subject to dumping duty. 

To facilitate entry at Customs export- 
ers should invoice and pack roses in ac- 
cordance with the grades and stem 
lengths indicated. 

Wholesalers are entitled to a 15-per- 
cent discount from values here listed. 
A wholesaler is defined as one who sells 
at least 50 percent of his flowers to in- 
dependent retail florists. 

Values for imports on and after Jan- 


uary 1, 1954, will be announced before 
that date. 

(Values for cut-flower imports in the 
preceding 2 months were announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 20, 
1953, p. 14.) 


GERMANY (FED. REPUB.) 
Defines Vegetable Oils 


The West German Customs definition 
of “crude” and “processed” vegetable 
oils has been amended, by a decision 
of the Federal Finance Minister of 
June 18, 


Oil produced through pressing may 
be classed as crude only if it has the 
characteristics of oil that has been 
merely mechanically clarified or de- 
hydrated. Oil produced by extraction 
may be é¢lassed as crude only if it 
has the same characteristics as crude 
oil produced by pressing. 

Determination of the characteristics 
will be made by the German Customs 
Technical Research and Testing Insti- 
tute. 

The duty on processed vegetable oils 
is 10 to 12 percent ad valorem, as 
against 5 to 7 percent ad valorem on 
crude vegetable oils. 


INDIA 
Admits Cottonseed Oil 


Importation of cottonseed oil into 
India from all sources, including the 
United States, will be permitted until 
September 30. Shipments must be 
covered by valid import licenses, 

India also has reduced the standard 
rate of import duty on cottonseed oil 
from 43% percent to 5 percent ad 
valorem. 

These actions were prompted by a 
temporary shortage of peanut oil in 
India. However, the outlook for the 
peanut crop to be harvested in October 
is highly favorable, and the changes are 
expected to be only temporary, 


IRELAND 


Levies Duty on Spectacle Frames 


The Irish customs duty of 50 percent 
ad valorem on spectacles has been ex- 
tended to include spectacle frames and 
component parts of any material except 
metal, by an order effective July 28. 

A preferential rate of 33% percent 
ad valorem applies to products of Brit- 
ish Commonwealth manufacture, 








Imposes Duty on Yarns 


A duty of 50 percent ad valorem has 
been imposed on single-ply cotton yarns 
imported into Ireland, by an order 
effective July 1. 

A preferential rate of 33% percent 
ad valorem applies to products of 


United Kingdom or Canadian manu- 
facture. 

At the same time quota restrictions 
on cotton yarns were revoked, 


Restores Duty on Felt 


The former duty of 33% percent ad 
valorem on roofing felt and damp 
courses imported into Ireland has been 
restored by a Government order effec- 
tive June 30. 


The preferential duty of 20 percent 
ad vaiorem for such products of United 
Kingdom or Canadian manufacture also 
was reimposed, 

Duties on these items had been under 
suspension since July 1943, because of a 
shortage of supplies, and their restora- 
tion is mainly for the protection of a 
domestic firm which has started to 
manufacture these products in Ireland. 


Raises Duty on Leather Goods 


A customs duty of 60 percent ad 
valorem has been imposed on certain 
leather goods imported into Ireland, 
effective July 7, in lieu of the duty of 
40 percent ad valorem formerly ap- 
plicable. 

These items include leather, imitation 
leather, and plastic handbags, purses, 
pouches, wallets, pocketbooks, cash and 
shopping bags, card and note cases, and 
similar items, 

A preferential rate of 40 percent ad 
valorem is imposed on such products of 


United Kingdom or Canadian manufac- 
ture, 


Revokes Quota Restrictions 


Quota restrictions on Irish imports 
of motorcycles, baby carriages and 
parts, marble chippings, and woolen 
and worsted yarns have been revoked, 
by an order effective July 1. 

Although this revocation means that 
these items may now be imported in 
unlimited quantities, exchange restric- 
tions in force still effectively limit pur- 
chases from dollar and other hard-cur- 
rency areas, 


PERU 
Extends Agreement With Italy 


The commercial payments agreement 
between Italy and Peru originally ap- 
proved by a Peruvian Supreme Resolu- 
tion of December 20, 1949, has now 
been extended for another 6 months, 


or until December 31, 1953, by an un- 


published Peruvian Supreme Resolution 
dated June 26. 


The agreement originally provided 
for global compensation transactions 
on a barter basis amounting to £1,000,- 
000 (about US$2,800,000) in each di- 
rection. 

Without the extension this instru- 
ment would have expired at the end of 
June 1953, 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Feature Film Output 
Up in West Germany 


An estimated 70 feature-film and 100 
short-subject film producers are located 
in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
mainly in Hamburg and Munich. Most 
of them are members of the West Ger- 
man Motion Picture Producers Asso- 
ciation. 

A total of 65 feature films, includ- 
ing 5 in color, and about 200 short sub- 
jects were produced in 1952 compared 
with only 46 feature films produced in 
1951. 

The production cost of black-and- 
white features averaged approximately 
800,000 deutschemarks and that of color 
features, about 1,300,000 deutschemarks 
(1 deutschemark=about US$0.238). 

Facilities are considered adequate for 
present requirements. Six studios are 
producing features and about 20, short 
films. Techniques and equipment are 
said to compare favorably with those 
in the United States. 

Since World War II the West Ger- 
man film industry has suffered from a 
lack of investment canvital, a limited 
export market, and the loss of former 
markets in Eastern Germany, During 
1952 West German proceeds from 
motion picture exports totaled approxi- 
mately 5 million deutschemarks. An ex- 
port promotion office, established in 
Frankfort by West German film inter- 
ests, was expected to start operation 
in May 1953. 

At the present production rate of 60 





Spain Opens First Currency 
Paper Factory in Burgos 


Spain’s first factory for the produc- 
tion of special paper for use in state 
currency notes and other official finan- 
cial documents, as well as for postage, 
revenue, and tax stamps, various Gov- 
ernment-sealed documents, and official 
application blanks and forms subject to 
stamp taxes, was opened on July 28. 

The factory, located in the city of 
Burgos, was 6 years in construction, 
and covers an area of 16,744 square 
yards. With a staff of 150 workmen, it 
is expected to have a daily capacity of 
4% tons of paper. Test runs have been 
made since April, and regular produc- 
tion is now under way. 

Spain anticipates that it will no 
longer be dependent on imports from 
the United Kingdom for such special 
paper, and according to press reports, 
home production is expected to result 
in an annual saving of “a substantial 
amount of foreign exchange, as well as 
avoiding possible difficulties in insuring 
a normal continuation of supplies dur- 
ing emergency times.” 

The state-owned and state-operated 
factory is under the jurisdiction of the 
Ministry of the Treasury. 


September 7, 1953 


to 65 features per year, the West Ger- 
man industry uses approximately 75,- 
000,000 meters of 35-mm. rawstock film. 
Sufficient color film is made to satisfy 
German producers, but the output of 
black-and-white film is insufficient to 
meet demands. The chief producer of 
black - and - white rawstock film in 
Munich makes about 25,000,000 meters 
per year. 

About 25 million meters of black-and- 
white film were imported from Belgiun: 
in 1952; about 13 million from East Ger- 
many; and additional quantities were 
obtained from the United States, United 
Kingdom, and Italy. The amount of 
rawstock. on hand reportedly is large. 
The Agfa firm in Leverkusen is plan- 
ning to produce black-and-white raw- 
stock film on a large scale. 


S. Africa Uses More 
Cars, Makes Parts 


There was a waiting list for all makes 
of cars in the Union of South Africa at 
the end of July 1953, and factory and 
dealer inventories consequently were 
low. 


Registration of new motor vehicles in 
the Union in 1952, with figures for 1951 
in parentheses, included 34,526 (36,606) 
passenger cars, 10,053 (9,547) commer- 
cial vehicles, 261 (202) buses, and 2,602 
(2,142) motorcycles. 

Of the 47,442 motor vehicles regis- 
tered in 1952, the United Kingdom 
supplied 24,963 (24,810) units, United 
States 11,957 (13,129), Germany 4,695 
(3,581), Canada 2,715 (3,895), France 
1,759 (2,112), Italy 532 (295), and other 
countries 532 (295). 

South African production of motor 
vehicle parts and accessories has in- 
creased, covering such items as gaskets, 
mufflers, oil filters, molded and extrud- 
ed rubber components, batteries, leaf 
springs, and fan belts. As this local 
production has increased, South African 
dependence on oversea supplies has de- 
creased to some extent. 


It is felt that the increased local pro- 
duction of parts and accessories is a 
trend which will continue and there 
have already been indications that local 
groups are interested in establishing 
facilities for production of such items 
as wiring harnesses, jgnition points, and 
other more specialized requirements. 








West Germany Cuts Basic 
Iron and Steel Prices 


West German steel producers have 
reduced basic iron and steel] prices for 
both Thomas and Siemens-Martin quali- 
ties, by an average of 5 percent. The 
decision to reduce prices was made at 
a meeting held on July 16, at the invita- 


Canada Increases Film 
Imports From Europe 


Figures revealing increasing entries 
of British and Continental European 
films into the Canadian market and a 
relative decrease in receipts of U. S. 
films are highlighted in the annual re- 
port of the Ontario film censors for the 
year ended March 31, 1953. 

Other developments noted in the re- 
port include the steady increase in the 
number of theaters, the maintenance of 
a long safety record free from loss of 
life or serious injury, and a significant 
drop in import of gangster and crime 
features from the United States and 
United Kingdom. 

The numerical decline in U. S. films 
must, however, be tempered with trade 
information indicating that, on a na- 
tional scale, gross receipts of non-U. S. 
films are not proportionate to their 
numbers, and U. S. films have not yet 
suffered any appreciable losses in Can- 
ada directly attributable to foreign 
competition, 


Market Changes Shown 


Although U. S. feature films retained 
their unquestioned lead in both Ontario 
and Canada as a whole, the ratio of 
U. S. feature films to other imported 
films dropped somewhat in the fiscal 
year ended March 31, 1953, compared 
with imports in the preceding year. 

In the 1952-53 film year, 581 fea- 
tures were reviewed by Ontario censors, 
of which 439 were U. S. productions, 85 
were British, and 57 came from other 
countries. In 1951-52 a total of 559 
features were reviewed, 462 being U. S. 
films, 61 British, and 36 from other 
countries, 


Some factors governing the growing 
number of non-U. S. films in the Ca- 
nadian market are the rising output 
abroad, particularly by Italian and 
French studios; more popular advertis- 
ing, which subdues the intellectual ap- 
proach formerly used with European 
importations; and wider use of English 
language dubbing in place of subtitles. 

Trade sources report that for the 
current fiscal year, non-U. S. films en- 
tering Canada at least will equal and 
may exceed the number established dur- 
ing the 1952-53 year. Italian, French, 
and German films are expected to make 
the largest gains. Productions from 
Italy, dubbed in the language, 
have been particularly successful in the 
Canadian market. 





tion of the Federal Minister for 
Economics. 

The 5-percent reduction will be grant- 
ed in the form of special discounts on 
the basic price for all deliveries made 


prior to October 31, 1953.—HICOG, 
Bonn. 
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Netherlands Auto Firm 
Expands Output, Sales 


Van Doorne’s Automobielfabriek N. 
V., of Eindhoven, Netherlands, which 
began in 1950 the manufacture on a 
modest scale of DAF motor trucks has 
rapidly expanded into one of the most 
modern and best equipped automobile 
factories in Western Europe. 

The growth of this enterprise is at- 
tributed to the successful performance 
and sales of trucks and to a large order 
from the Netherlands Government for 
army vehicles. This order, received in 
the spring of 1952 and valued at 175,- 
000,000 guilders (1 guilder=about 
US$0.263), is financed from Foreign 
Operations Administration (formerly 
Mutual Security Agency) counterpart 
funds. 


A new section of the plant was opened 
in June 1953, when Van Doorne’s Aan- 
jangwagenfabriek N. V. of Eindhoven, 
an affiliate making chiefly trailers, cele- 
brated its 25th anniversary. 


The entire factory site now comprises 
about 100 acres and the factory build- 
ings cover 72,000 square yards. The 
company at present employs 1,600 
workers, but this number will be in- 
creased during 1953 to 2,000~ DAF 
vehicles are now reported to consist 
of components of Netherlands manu- 
facture to the extent of 70 percent. 
The value of exports of DAF products 
amply covers the value of imported 
components. The company’s dollar in- 
come is far in excess of its dollar ex- 
penditures. 

Variety of Trucks Made 

DAF’s civilian production program 
comprises at present 3-, 4-, 5-, and 6-ton 
truck models with different wheelbases 
permitting use as tractors, dump trucks, 
standard commercial trucks, stake 
bodies, buses, and so on. All types are 
suplied with gasoline or diesel engines. 
The company also makes a 1-ton panel 
truck and a 1-ton pickup chassis. The 
pickup chassis is especially designed for 
export. 

One-fourth of the total civilian pro- 
duction is now being exported. Foreign 
outlets include Denmark, Finland, Port- 
ugal, Turkey, Greece, South America, 
and New Guinea. 

The company states that it made one- 
third of the total units of all com- 
mercial trucks in the 4%- to 8-ton 


‘class sold in the domestic market, and 


supplied one-third of all tractors and 
buses imported, assembled, and manu- 





U. 8S. general_imports rose from $901.6 
million in May to $933.8 million in June, 
the Bureau of the Census, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, has announced. 
The monthly average for general im- 
ports in the first (6 months of 1953 was 
$938.4 million, 
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Antibiotic Discovered 


In Trinidad 


The discovery of what is said to 
be a promising new antibiotic 
known as Comirin has been an- 
nounced by the Director of the 
Microbiological Research Institute 
in Trinidad, B.W.I. 


Comirin is reported to have 
been found to be effective for 
stubborn or marked forms of 
fungus infections, such as ring- 
worm, athlete’s foot, and tropical 
ear. Further research is in prog- 
ress and may show Comirin to be 
useful industrially for the control 
of mildew in leather, paper, and 
foodstuffs. 

It is understood the eventual 
marketing of the new antibiotic 
will be controlled by the National 
Research Development Corpora- 
tion in England.—Cons. Gen., Port 
of Spain. 











factured in the Netherlands during 1952. 
At present DAF makes one truck an 
hour through the working day. Produc- 
tion will gradually be increased to three 
trucks an hour.—Cons., Rotterdam, 





Portugal Buys Cars From 
Germany, Trucks From U. K. 


Registrations of new motor veliicles 
in Portugal in the first 6 months of 1953 
included 3,673 passenger cars, 1,624 
commercial vehicles, and 734 motor- 
cycles. 

Of the passenger car registrations, 
1,494 units were imported from Ger- 
many, 980 from the United Kingdom, 
436 from France, 368 from United 
States, 297 from Italy, 51 from Czecho- 
slovakia, and 47 from Sweden. The 
United Kingdom led in supplying com- 
mercial vehicles, with 915 units. Other 
suppliers were Germany, with 497 units; 
France, 145; United ‘States, 32; and 
other countries, 35. 

The principal countries of origin for 
motorcycles were the United Kingdom, 
335 units (343 in January-June 1952); 
Czechoslovakia, 150 (12); Germany, 106 
(89); Italy, 74 (111); Austria, 45 (0); 
and other countries, 24 (35). 

Comparable passenger car and com- 
mercial vehicle figures for the first 6 
months of 1952 are not available. In the 
full year, 6,684 Passenger cars, 3,434 
commercial vehicles, and 1,386 motor- 
cycles, including motor scooters, were 
registered. The countries of origin of 
the passenger cars were as follows: 
United Kingdom, 2,618 units; Germany, 
2,411; France, 710; United States, 510; 
Italy, 393; and other countries, 42. The 
commercial vehicles were supplied by 
the United Kingdom, 2,258 units; Ger- 
many, 688; France, 338; the United 
States, 43; and other countries, 107. 


Canadian Fruit Crop 


Estimates Announced 


Canada’s apple crop will total 12,000,- 
000 bushels in 1953, practically un- 
changed from 1952, according to first 
estimates of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. Small declines are anticipated 
in all producing provinces except Que- 
bec and Nova Scotia. An increase of 
about 3 percent in Quebec will offset 
the reductions elsewhere. 


The 1953 pear crop is forecast at 
1,400,000 bushels, an increase of about 
12 percent from that of last year, and 
the peach crop is estimated at about 
3,000,000 bushels, an increase of about 
3 percent. The plum and prune crop is 
expected to be about 3 percent larger, 
at 917,000 bushels. 

Present estimates place this year’s 
crop of apricots at 255,000 bushels, 2 
percent greater than that of last year, 
but the crop of cherries, at 468,000 
bushels, is expected to be 11 percent 
smaller. The strawberry crop, at 26,150,- 
000 quarts, is estimated to be 13 per- 
cent smaller than last year’s, but the 
raspberry crop, at 13,000,000 quarts, is 
1,000,000 quarts greater. 

The loganberry crop is estimated at 
1,782,000 pounds, 23 percent larger than 
in 1952, and the grape crop, at 87,500,- 
000 pounds, is up 1 percent. 





Smaller Date Crop Forecast 
For Iraq in 1953 Season 


Early estimates of the 1953 date crop 
in Iraq indicate that it will be about 
20 percent less than the 1952 crop, 
which was slightly above the normal 
production of 350,000 metric tons. 

The reasons given for the decreased 
production this year are: A fungus dis- 
ease in the male trees caused insuffi- 
cient pollen for total fertilization; some 
green buds on the female trees dried 
up; some dates fell prematurely; and 
red spiders attacked the crop. 

In spite of the substantial decrease in 
date production, no appreciable price 
increase is foreseen. Leftovers from the 
1952 crop are believed to be sufficient 
to compensate for the depressed 1953 
production. 

The loss of income to producers of 
this important agricultural crop and 
export is significant, however, because 
it represents a major source of income 
for many farmers, especially in south- 
ern Iraq. In some areas of southern 
Iraq, destruction of the crop was esti- 
mated to be about 100 percent; destruc- 
tion in the northern region was said to 
be considerably less——Emb., Baghdad. 





‘ 
Construction of a powered milk plant, 
to cost approximately $1.5 million, in 
the Province of Chiriqui, Panama, is 
planned by local and foreign interests. 
A Pacific coast dairy products company 
. reported to be interested in the pro- 
ct. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





1953 Dates 


June 20-Oct. 11....Germany................ 


July 26-Oct. 20.... 


«International Exposition of Com- 
munications (Transportation), 
Munich. 

DR... cntilnitintineiniel International Agricultural Exposi- 

tion, Rome. 








Aug. 20-Sept. 20.. Turkey.......................International Trade Fair, Izmir. 

Sept. 1-12...............England.................British National Radio Show, 
London. 

Sept. 3-17............... Bngland...............Trhe Engineering, Marine, and 
Welding Exhibition and the 
Chemical Plant Exhibition, 
Olympia, London. 

Sept. 4-13............... BeEIQiUM......ccceessesees Third International European Ex- 
position of Machine Tools, Brus- 
sels. 

Sept. 5-20......... ics ERD asacetiinnscinaiiiaicnne International Trade Fair, - Stras- 

. bourg. 

Sept: 5-23............. ee Ge IE Seats De International Levant Fair, Bari, 

Sept. 6-13............... yea International Trade’ Fair, Vienna, 

Sept. 6-27.... Greece.......... International Trade Fair, Salonika. 

Sept. 7-12............. .England................... Physical Therapy International 

xhibition, London. 

Sept. 12-20............ Sweden....................Swedish Industries Fair (Interna- 
tional) Goteborg. 

Sept. 12-20............. Famce........s0ee-dnternational Leather Week, Paris. 

Sept. 12-25... Dtaly.....csssecscnsseneeee Lternational Preserved Foods and 
Packaging Exhibition, Parma. 

Sept. 12-27............ Switzerland..............National Autumn Fair, Lausanne, 

Sept. 12-27.......... Belgium.....................International Trade Fair, Ghent. 

Sept. 12-27............. Yugoslavia. International Trade Fair, Zagreb. 

Sept. 12-28........... France.............0.0«--.4nternational Trade Fair, Mar- 
seille. 

Sept. 13-15.......... aa aw aks International Trade Fair (Textile 
Clothing), Cologne. 

Sept. 13-20............ France............0.-...dnternational Pharmaceutical Ex- 
hibition, Paris. 

Sept. 19-28 Belgium....................International Food and MHouse- 
keeping Exhibition, Charleroi. 

Sept. 20-22............ Germany................... International Trade Fair (House- 
hold and Hardware), Cologne. 

A | ey See National Dairy Fair, Lodi. 

Sept. 21-25... United States ... National Instrument Conference 
and Exhibit, Chicago. 

Sept. 22-Oct. 14... Israel ............ccccesees “Conquest of the Desert’’ Exhibi- 
tion, Jerusalem. 

Sept. 24-29.............Germany.............00. Frankfurt Book Fair, Frankfurt 
am Main. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 4..... Austria... International Trade Fair (Fall), 
Graz. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 11.. FORO enue Lnarmattonel Nautical Exhibition, 

aris 

Bept. 26-Oct. 11... Italy.........smternational Cotton and “Rayon 
Exhibition, Busto Arsizio. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 11...Germany..................German Industries Exhi bition, 
Berlin. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 12... France........................Imternational Trade Fair, Metz. 

Sept. 27-30.. -- GETMANY........0000000000 West German Fashion Show, 
Duesseldorf. 

Sept, 28-Oct. 5..... Framce........cccccccecsee. Ceme Jewelry and Gift Show, 

aris. 

Sept. 28-Oct. 12... Somailia.................... Somalia Fair, Mogadishu. 

Sept. 29-Oct. 2..... United States.......... Nationa) Electrical Industries 
Show, New York. 

Sept. 30-Oct. eaene meinen “~~ Geen Technical Exhibition, 

urin. 

i S|) aaa FYa&nceé..............00.....nternational Automobile, Cycle, 
and Sports Exhibition, Paris. 

Oct. 3-18 .... Switzerland.............. International Trade Fair, Lugano. 

Oct. 5-8 ER ctditimenintiide Eastern Canada All Electrical 
Show, Montreal. 

i < ee England.................... Shoe and Leather Fair, London, 

ES BO... cscccecee United States.......... apionet Hardware Show, New 

ork. 

Oct. 8-18 .. Switzerland.............Swiss Fair for Agricultural and 
Dairy Production, St. Gall. 

OCt, 1636. wc .icn England.............0++.: International Exposition of Ma- 
chinery and Accessories, Man- 
chester. 

Oct. 17-Nov. 1...... Tunisia...................... International Fair, Tunis. 

Oct. 18-26.............. Germany. .....c.ecceeeeees International Bicycle and Motor- 
cycle Exposition, Frankfurt. 

Oct. 19-23 ..United States.......... ee Metal Exposition, Cleve- 
and. : 

Oct, 21-31............... England................... International Motor Exhibition, 
London. 

Oct. $1-Nov. 16... POO cision Gastronomic Fair, 

jon. 

ee” a ee International Exhibition, Luck- 

, now. 

Nov. 2-8.......c00...United States.......... Women’s International Exposition 


—_—— 





of Arts and Industry, New York, 


See footnote at end of table on Page 22. 
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1953 Dates 








RIOD. GBB nc ascesesees PP MMB CC isi cteccccerctniootios International Horticultural Expo- 
sitién, Nantes. 

Nov. 9-12..........0000. United States.......... All Industry Refrigeration and 
Air-Conditioning xposition, 
Cleveland. 

Nov. 14-21.....,........ England .... nternational Cycle and Motorcy- 
cle show, London. 

Nov. 16-20.............. United States.......... Export Show, New York. 

Nov. 18-Dec. 2..... England..........ccss.- we Trades Exhibition, Lon- 

Nov. 28-Dec. 8......Italy «sensed nternational Bicycle and Motor- 
cycle Exhibition, Milan, 

Nov. 30-Dec. 5..... United States.......... Exposition of Chemical Industries, 

hiladelphia. 

November“"........... Netherlands.............Fall Fashion Week, Amsterdam. 

De, TL. eseceeeeee EN G1ANd...ccceoeo International Agricultural Ma- 
chinery Exposition, London, 

Dec. 1953- 
Mar. 1954".......... Argentina................. Fair of the Americas, Mendoza, 
1954 Dates ; 
Jan. 1-Feb. 10... Imdia.......ccusseAl India Industrial Exhibition, 
Hyderabad. 

pT, See » OE iad icciteetnrws Industrial Exhibition, London. 

Jan. 20-Mar. 5..... India... ccccccccsscesees International Exhibition on Low 
Cost Housing, New Delhi. 

Jan. 25-28.............. United States.......... Plant Maintenance and Engineer- 
ing Show, Chicago. 

January "................ GerMany........0..0.. West German Fashion Show, 
Duesseldorf. 

January *............... Colombia.................. International Exposition, Bogotn. 

Feb. 11-24.............. United States.......... Washington State Third Interna- 
national Trade Fair, Seattle. 

Mar, 6-11.02... cccece GOTMANY .......cecseeseeers International Leathergoods Fair, 
Offenbach. 

Baer. 6-14....c....ti..- Yugoslavia............... National Spring Fair, Zagreb. 

Mar. 6-22................ France .....nternational Trade Fair, Niece. 

BGR. B90. ..kicditicia GerMany. i... International Trade Fair (House- 
hold Goods and Hardware), 
Cologne. 

Mar. 7-12............... GerMany......ccs.s000:. International Trade Fair (Spring), 
Frankfurt. 

Mar. 14-16 « GerMany...,....0.000- nternational Trade Fair (Textile 
and Clothing), Cologne. 

Mar. 15-30.............. | ee a ee Reggio Calabria Fair, Naples. 

Mar. 20-Apr. 4......Panama...........cccce. Interntional Commercial Exposi- 
tion, Colon. 

Mar. 30-Apr. 8..... Netherlands............. International Industries Fair, 

recht. 

March ’..............00../ Germany....,..........00- Light Industries Fair (Interna- 
tional), Hannover. 

OIE sicsscitccntticl ROI. <..<coscnmsiitessiaanin International ~- Agricultural Fair 
and Horse Show, Verona. 

pe EB Birt. Skinned International Trade Fair, Vienna. 

March ”................... Switzerland.............. International Automobile Show, 
Geneva. 

March ?...00............ Germany .........0.0.000 German Toy Fair, Nuremberg. 

ae. ccmcctsis Denmark.................. International Technical Fair, Co- 
penhagen. 

Ba POS. nests German y.......ciccsceeseee International Photographic and 
Cinematographic Exhi bition, 
Cologne. 

Big, MOTB, Dicer inne neuieion International Trade Fair, Osaka. 

Apr. 12-28... ) Ee a ee ..._ International Trade Fair, Milan. 

Apr. 24-May 3...... France .._ International Trade Fair, Lyon. 

Apr. 24-May 9...... Belgium..............0...... Interntional Trade Fair, Brussels, 

Apr. 24-May 9...... Belgium..................... International Trade Fair, Liege. 





April". lee rk International Commercial Fair, 
Copenhagen. 
May 3-14 ee) a0) en British Industries Fair, London 
and Birmingham. 
May 8-14............... United Statezs.......... Found Fa aera) and Show, 
Cleveland 
May 8-18................ Switzerland............. Swiss Industries Fair, Basel. 
May 15-30..............! Germany...................1nternational Printing and Paper 
Fair, Duesseldorf. , 
May - ses une me ame B. nc ccidcwsidd International Trade Fair, Toronto, 
May’. in ES wsrnicinaniencisiin’ lagecnationn Trade Fair (Spring), 
raz. 
May'* Spain > “comes Samples Fair, Va- 
encia. 
i eel et Be WOO o.oo hc nsec International Trade Fair, Paris. 
See Memes Morocco...... ——e? Trade Fair, Casa- 
anca. : 
BI 8a nsctaicecrntgsi Withy io ee, International Exhibition of Mod- 


Saar Trade Fair, Sarrebruck. 


Heavy Industries Fair (Interna- 
tional) Hannover. 


International Trade Fair, Lille. 


Textile Machinery Exhibition, At- 
lantic City. 














ern Decorative. and Industrial 
Arts and of Modern Architec- 
ture, Milan, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








Chemical Exposition To 
Move to Philadelphia 


The Exposition of Chemical Indus- 
tries, held in New York biennially since 
1915, will move to the Commercial 
Museum and Convention Hall in Phila- 
delphia for its 24th run, November 30- 
December 5, 1953. 


The management states a substantial 
increase in exhibit area has become 
necessary because of the widening hori- 
zons for manufacturers of chemical 
goods and processing machinery. Great- 
er attendance is forecast from new 
visitors in industries which are now 
realizing the wide influence of chemical 
progress. Special interest has been 
aroused by the expansion in organic 
chemicals. 


New and interesting exhibits may be 
displayed in view of the many develop- 
ments in textiles, disinfectants, germi- 
cides, foods, pharmaceuticals, and drugs. 

Some of the classes in which new in- 
dustrial and laboratory chemicals are 
expected to appear this year are: Acids, 
adhesives, alcohols,- cellulose, decoloriz- 
ing and purifying materials, emulsifiers 
and emulsions, fillers and filter aids, as 
well as pigments, plasticizers, resins and 
oils, sizers and solvents, and waxes. 

The 1951 exposition was reported to 
have been a colorful and dynamic dis- 
play of the chemical influence in the 
industrial world. Registration numbered 
47,000 persons under the invitation plan, 
which confined attendance to persons 
having a scientific or business interest 
in the exhibits. The 457 exhibits con- 
stituted the largest in the 36-year his- 
tory of this biennial institution, accord- 
ing to the exposition management. 

Additional information on this event 


may be had from the International Ex- 
position Co., 480 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Charles F. Roth is manager and Earl 
K. Stevens, associate manager, of the 
exposition. 


Photokina Scheduled 
In 1954 at Cologne 


The International Photographic and 
Cinematographic Exhibition, popularly 
known as “Photokina,” will be held in 
the Koeln-Deutz Messeplatz, Cologne, 
April 3-11, 1954. This “World’s Fair of 
Photography” is sponsored by the inter- 
national photo industry and organized 
jointly by the Cologne Fair Corporation 
and the German Photographic Manufac- 
turers Association. The management 
has announced that plans have been 
drawn up for exhibits to cover nearly 
500,000 square feet of space. 

Photokina was successfully held in 
1950, 1951, and 1952. Leading photo- 
graphic and cinematographic industries 
throughout the world took part in the 
1952 show. About 335 firms, including 
67 foreign firms, had exhibits; among 
them were 37 American manufacturers, 
Firms from Italy, France, Great Britain, 
Switzerland, Austria, and the Nether- 
lands were also represented. Attendance 
was reported at 100,000 persons. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from L. Fritz Gruber, 
Manager, “Photokina” Office, Messe- 
und Ausstellungs-G. m. b. H., Koeln- 
Deutz, Messeplatz, Germany; or from 
Henri Abt, Director, German-American 
Trade Promotion Office, Empire State 


Building, Suite 6921, 350 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 





The Saar To Present 


Consumer Goods Fair 


The Annual Saar Fair sponsored by 
the Chambre de~Commerce et d’Indus- 
trie de la Sarre is ‘scheduled at Saar- 
bruecken, April 24-May 9, 1954. A variety 
of capital and consumer goods are to be 
presented, including iron and steel prod- 
ucts, mining machinery and equipment, 
industrial machinery, machine tools, 
construction material and equipment, 
electrical apparatus, agricultural ma- 
chinery, food processing equipment, 
office and household furnishings, phar- 
maceutical products, textiles, leather- 
goods, and foodstuffs. Foreign exhibitors 
and visitors are invited. 


In the 1953 fair, 638 firms exhibited, 
among whom were 433, from 11 foreign 
countries. France led in the number of 
foreign exhibitors, with 195, followed by 
Germany, with 174. A total of 233,000 
persons, of whom 53,000 were foreign, 
visited the fair. 


Sales reached a record high of more 
than 3 billion francs or nearly $9 million 
(350 francs=US$1), in the 10-day fair 
period. The largest volume of sales was 
of household equipment and hardware, 
totaling. over 900 million francs, fol- 
lowed by furniture, construction equip- 
ment, and agricultural equipment, each 
category having sales of more than 300 
million francs; industrial machinery 
supplies and equipment, installations for 
retail stores, including refrigerating 
equipment, each class having sales of 
more than 200 million francs, 

Further information on this event 
may be had from Mr. Grandmontagne, 
Saarlaendischer Gestaltungskreis, Ter- 


rain de la Foire am Schanzenberg, 
Sarrebruck, Saar. 





Fairs and Exhibitions 
(Continued from Page 21) 





1954 Dates 1954 Dates 
MAY bavcccccnccoseerneereee United States.........Annual Office Machinery and September'........... Ttaly..........0s0ee-Lnternational Levant Fair, Bart, 
— Exposition, St. September“........... Germany. ..eccccccssoesse- International Trade Fair (Fall), 
be ra ’ Frankfurt. 
EE Ea International Fair, Tehran. September‘........... Aeetria......:...... Ent i 
OS emeacie a — ~ on International Trade Fair, Barce- ’ , nerruationat Trade Fair (Fall), 
lona. September’........... GerMAaNY. .ccceccscsessesees. International Trade Fair (two 
OA isctrcectntsintica tT COMOB..ccceqeimegetinemaoens International Trade Fair, Bor- sections), Cologne, 
deaux. September '........... MEN ONO . stcncteinntinnsins Enpornationsl Trade Fair, Saloni- 
De cccesersesmereereel CALY...c.clececcoeeeeeeeeAnternational Trade Fair, Padua, a. 
room rsd Territory September “"........... Belgium....................International Trade Fair, Ghent. 
UNE Ba -evereecernvnnennens of Trieste... International Sample Fair, Trieste. September '........... ROOD. ccinsercttincssninmnees ee ee Trade Fair, Mar- 
July 9-Oct. 9........Brazil....coeecsseseeeeen: > “sae Trade Fair, Sao September“........... Belgium. ......ccscecssesesee: International European Exhibition 
. t > Int ti a ee | en of Machine Tools, Brussels. 
TU y *......cccereevereeneers LAUKEMDOULE. .osrseeeee- — 0 ade r, September“..........: Swed en........cccsc Swedish Industries Fair (Interna- 
. tional), Goteborg. 
pA ee, International Trade Fair, Izmir. September! Austri 
AMUGUSE fa ..cccccceceees Sweden = <2 Fair (International), ° =e omer ae eS Ce 
ockholm - . 
‘ September“........... Switzerland.............0ffice Equipment E iti In- 
Sept. 2-Oct. 1....... SyTia............00--Enternational Fair, Damascus. ’ Sonata Bufa), ! eae ( 
Sept. 4-12...........-. Yugoslavia + saesecoreccese~ International Trade Fair, Zagreb. September'..; Bia England Laie eons Anternational Commercial Motor 
Sept. 7-16...............Netherlands.............International Industries Fair Transport Exhibition, London. 
(Fall) Utrecht. September‘’........... Scotland.................Scottish Industries Exhibition and 


Sept. 13-25............. United States..... 


Sept. 28-Oct. 1..... United States..... 


September! France 


«First International 


Instrument 
yengrens and Exposition, Phila- 
delphia. 


..1ron and Steel Exposition, Cleve- 
land. 


International Trade Fair, Stras- 
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bourg. 


Oct. 12-15.........0.... United States.......... National 


Trade Fair, Glasgow. 


Chemical Exposition, 
hicago. 


November “............ England............. week Ublic Works and Municipal Serv- 


ices Exposition, London, 


*Exact dates not yet available, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Bareboat Chartering 
Of Mariners Weighed 


The possibility of bareboat charter- 
ing of the new Mariner vessels to 
private American shipping companies 
was revealed by Charles H. McGuire, 
director of the National Shipping 
Authority in an address before the 
National Merchant Marine Committee 
of the National Security Council of 
the American Legion in St. Louis, 
August 29. 

Mr. McGuire said: 


“We hope as time passes to sell a 
substantial number of Mariners for 
private use with a view to strengthen- 
ing the quality and competitive effec- 
tiveness of our merchant fleet. As one 
means toward this end we expect soon 
to be able to offer a number of the 
Mariners for bareboat charter to Amer- 
ican berth or liner operators, so that 
they may be able to obtain necessary 
practical operating experience with 
them in their own particular trades and 
ean by this means determine if they 
show a real promise of successful long- 
range use under the stress of actual 
competitive conditions.” 

- The Mariner ships are .the largest, 
fastest, dry-cargo vessels of their type 
in the world. They have a capacity of 
13,000 deadweight tons and their top 
speed remains a military secret al- 
though it is known that they are at 
least 20-knot ships. Contracts for 35 of 
these vessels were let to seven Ameri- 
can shipyards on the Atlantic, Gulf, 
and west coasts of the United States. 


Their average contract price is $8.9 
million per ship. Commercial companies 
will be given an allowance for the cost 
of the defense features incorporated 
in the Mariners if these features do 
not have commercial value. 


Mr. McGuire also reported that the 
National Shipping Authority is at pres- 
ent operating 135 vessels for the pur- 
pose of meeting military transporta- 
tion needs. Forty-two of these vessels 
are scheduled to be withdrawn in the 
next month in keeping with the policy 
of the Maritime Administration to give 
first call on all cargoes to available 
privately owned and operated American 
merchant ships. 





U. S. imports of metals and manu- 
factures, except machinery and vehicles, 
rese from $193 million in May to $209 
million in June, reflecting increases in 
imports of manganese ore and copper 
pigs, bars, etc, the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
has announced, 


However, these increases were par- 
tially offset by lower imports of struc- 
tural iron and steel, 
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World Airways Make Fast Progress 
In Standardization, CAA Finds 


Solid progress in the standardization of flight aids on the air routes 
of the world is being achieved rapidly, according to reports received by 
the Civil Aeronautics Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce, 


from its representatives abroad. 


Installation of standardized navigation aids on the ground is being 


attained in spite of the need for selec- 
tion by foreign governments from the 
manufacturers of competing systems 
and equipment, the reports show. The 
aids being installed are largely of the 
U. S. developed and ICAO. (Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organization) 
sponsored common system types of 
navigation aids, such as VOR (very high 
frequency omnidirectional radio range) 
and instrument landing systems. Prog- 
ress has been especially encouraging in 
the European area, where CAA inter- 
national region representatives utilize 
a DC-3 aircraft fully equipped for flight 
checking and demonstrating U. S.-type 
aids. 


Progress on the installation of these 
aids abroad during the past year in- 
cludes: 

Instrument landing systems installed 
or. definitely committed at Helsinki, 
Frankfort, Duesseldorf, Hanover, 
Nuremburg, Milan, Venice, Naples, 
Pisa, Basle-Mulhouse, Torino, Kristian- 
sond, Catania, Cairo, Beirut, Istanbul, 
Algiers, Karachi, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Lima, and Buenos Aires. 

Very high frequency omnidirectional 
radio ranges (VOR) installed or pur- 
chased during the year, or definitely 
committed for 17 locations in Europe; 
4 in Turkey and the Middle East; 1 in 
Africa; 3 in Taiwan; and 1 in Thailand. 
In addition, plans are made for 3 each 
in India and Greece, and a firm pro- 
gram for 50 in Canada. 

At the end of the fiscal year, all 
scheduled U. S. international carriers 
were equipped with airborne receivers 
for using these ranges, and a large 
number of foreign airlines also were so 
equipped. 

Technical Aid Given by CAA 


A system of airway communications 
and weather stations, with associated 
navigational aids, was nearing comple- 
tion in Greece; a system of low-fre- 
quency airways aids was approaching 
completion in Turkey; and seven air 
traffic control routes were implemented 
in Italy, with the aid of CAA tech- 
nicians, 

CAA foreign field units stimulated 
and aided in the establishment by 
foreign governments or industries, of 
navigational aid flight-checking services 


. in Germany, Italy, Portugal, the Philip- 


pines, Peru, and Argentina. 

Data were collected and evaluated on 
serious deficiencies in air navigation 
facilities and services in the North At- 





lantic, European-Mediterranean, South 
American-South Atlantic, South Pacific- 
Southeast Asia, and African-Indian 
Ocean areas, and corrective action was 
proposed. Region experts took part as 
technical advisors at regional ICAO 
meetings, 


During the year, 85 foreign nationals 
from 26 countries were given training 
in the United States in navigational aids, 
services, equipment, and safety prac- 
tices; 304 foreign government and in- 
dustry officials were given educational 
tours through our civil aviation estab- 
lishment, and the “talent pool” of ex- 
perts recently established with head- 
quarters at Panama began to assist 
Latin-American countries. 


CAA resident missions sponsored by 
the Department of State or the Mutual 
Security Agency worked with officials 
in Honduras, Turkey, Italy, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Greece, 
and F’anama. 


Three new foreign repair stations 
were certificated, and 14 were recertifi- 
cated, making further contribution to 
the approved maintenance facilities 
available to U. S. foreign flag carriers. 

CAA’s foreign field offices continued 
to give requested advice and technical 
assistance to foreign carriers using 
U. S.-made transports. Of the 348 
transport planes on order at the end of 
the year, 156 were for foreign carriers, 
a year-end survey revealed. 

Assistance given Turkey in moderniz- 
ing and enlarging its airways system is 
typical of the work done by CAA over- 
sea missions. 

The CAA Technical Assistance Group 
at Ankara, Turkey, reported in June the 
completion of the instryment landing 
system, terminal building, and control 
tower at Yesilkoy Airport, Istanbul, and 
the expected arrival of VOR equipment 
for that airport in the near future. 

The Turkish Gqvernment and 
MSA/Turkey are recommending inau- 
guration of a program of U. S. techni- 
cal assistance for the Turkish meteor- 
ological service. 

Contracts have been arranged for the 
purchase by Turkey of $136,000 worth 
of U. S. airways equipment and con- 
tracts are in preparation for $200,000 
of construction equipment spare parts. 
Turkey has approved a NATO plan to 
construct airports and fuel depots in 
Turkey, and will pay $1,590,000 of the 
$8,780,000 costs, 
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Contracts Signed for First Sale of 
Mariner Ships by U. S. Government 


Three contracts were signed on September 1 by Louis S. Roths- 
child, chairman of the Federal Maritime Board, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, and Howard J. Klossner, chairman of the board of directors, 
Pacific Far East Line, Inc., of San Francisco, for the purchase of three 
Mariner class dry-cargo ships from the Government. 


These are the first Mariner ships 
to be sold. They will be operated by 
thé Pacific Far East Line in its trans- 
Pacific service on Essential Trade Route 
29, on which the company holds an 
operating-differential _ subsidy contract 
with the Government. 

The three Marihers purchased are 
now under construction by the Bethle- 
hem-Pacific Coast Steel Corporation 
shipyard at San Francisco. With the 
steamship company’s modifications, the 
ships are scheduled for completion and 
delivery to the purchaser in mid-1954. 


Negotiations are under way with 
other shipping companies for the pur- 
chase of additional Mariners. Plans 
also are being made to enable U. S. 
shipping companies to charter Mariners 
from the Government for commercial 
use. At the present time all Mariners 
are being allocated as they are com- 
pleted to shipping companies for opera- 
tion under general agency agreements 
in the carriage of military cargoes. 

Pacific Far East Line is at present 
operating the SS. Tar Heel Mariner 
as a general agent of the National 
Shipping Authority. The company’s 
successful record in operating this ship 





New Rail Express Service 
Initiated ‘in South Africa 


A rail express service has been inau- 
gurated between Johannesburg and 


Cape Town in the Union of South Africa 
for certain types of goods and at rates 
considerably more favorable than move- 
ment by passenger train, previously the 
only alternative. 


Special lower freight tariffs may be 
granted on application for South Afri- 
can manufactured goods and for such 
materials as coal, cement, and South 
African ores and minerals. South Afri- 
can Railways also has introduced rates 
said to be “in a position to compete 
with sea transport.”’ These are in oper- 
ation for certain traffic conveyed be- 
tween the Union ports and between 
certain inland centers in Cape Province 
and Natal. 

General freight rates on the railroads 
of South Africa are determined accord- 
ing to tariff classifications in much the 
same manner as in the United States. 
Commodities move at rates pertaining 
to specific classes and all freight is 
moved as “slow freight.” The new serv- 
ice is intended to expedite this slow 
freight, 
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was considered by FMB in approving 
the application to purchase three of 
this type of vessel. 


Prices To Be Set Soon 


The contracts provide that the sales 
price of each ship will be fixed by the 
Federal Maritime Board pursuant to 
the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as 
amended. Under the act the price will 
be based upon the Board’s estimate of 
the foreign construction cost of each 
of the ships, with the Government pay- 
ing the cost of national defense features 
in each ship that are without com- 
mercial value. The difference between 
the sales price of each ship and its 
American cost is the construction 
differential subsidy provided for under 
the law..The Federal Maritime Board 
will fix the sales price of these ships 
within the next few weeks. 


The price of each ship, including 
changes and extras, escalation and 
modifications by this company, is ex- 
pected to range between $5,460,000 and 
$6,625,000, depending upon -the Board’s 
determination of what, if any, features 
of each ship are national defense 
features without commercial value. 


The Mariner ship construction pro- 
gram of 35 ships was authorized by 
Congress in January, 1951. Since that 
time, 13 of these ships have been com- 
pleted and 24 launched. Seven ship- 
yards were given contracts for building 
five each. The Mariners were designed 
as vessels suitable for naval auxiliaries 
in event of war, and incorporate certain 
features—including extra speed—for 
that purpose. They were also designed 
with the future replacement needs of 
the American Merchant Marine in mind. 





Turin Airport Opened for 
Use in Domestic Service 


The new Turin municipal airport at 
Caselle Torinese, Italy, 15 kilometers 
from Turin, has been opened to public 
service. Official inauguration is planned 
for this month, probably in connection 
with the Turin International Industrial 
Exhibition. 

The Italian International Airline, 
Alitalia, began daily service between 
Turin and Rome by Super-Convair 340 
aircraft on August 2. 

Although the new airport thus far 
has been authorized for use only by 
domestic airlines, it is expected to be 
designated an international airport 





Trinidad To Get New 
Shipping Services 


Two new shipping services, one 
to connect Trinidad directly with 
China and Japan, and the other 
to reach Trinidad from New Zea- 
land, have been announced. 


The first of these services, by 
the Japanese shipping line Osaka 
Shosen Kaisha, is expected to_re- 
duce considerably cargo trans- 
shipment in the Panama Canal 
Zone and to provide Trinidad with 
direct cargo space from Los An- 
geles. The other service, to be 
tested on a year’s trial basis, will 
consist of a freight route from 
New Zealand through Trinidad 
and Barbados to the United King- 
dom. 











Progress Seen in Operations 


Of Indian Civil Airlines 


The route mileage operated and the 
number of passengers flown by the In- 
dian civil airlines’ scheduled aircraft 
decreased, but other operations showed 
an increase in the second half of 1952 
as compared with the first half of that 
year. 

Route mileage operated by scheduled 
aircraft at the end of 1952 totaled 27,- 
763, compared with 29,235 at the end of 
the first 6 months. Passengers carried 
in the same periods were 210,000 and 
224,000, respectively. 

The number of miles flown by sched- 
uled aircraft, on the other hand, in- 
creased from 9.6 million in the first half 
to 9.9 million miles in the second half, 
Freight was up from 36 million pounds 
to 44.9 million pounds; newspapers Car- 
ried rose from 2.2 million pounds to 25 
million pounds; and the amount of mail 
carried increased from 3.9 to 4.4 million 
pounds. 


The overall load factor achieved by 
the scheduled air services increased 
from 65 percent to 67 percent. 


At the end of 1952, 14 companies, in- 
cluding those operating scheduled serv- 
ices, held permits to operate nonsched- 
uled services, During the second half 
of 1952 the aircraft of nonscheduled 
operators flew nearly 2.8 million miles, 
carried 51,000 passengers, and 60.7 mil- 
lion pounds of freight as compared with 
3 million miles, 37,500 passengers, and 
65.6 million pounds of freight during the 
first half of the year, 





within the next few months. Turin, a 
possible port of entry in northern Italy, 
in addition to Malpensa airport of 
Milan, has favorable climatic character- 
istics and modern installations and is 
conveniently located. 
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India Faces Shortage 
Of Rail Cars, Track 


The Indian Railway Board, in its ef- 
forts to improve rail transport, is coping 
with two major problems, shortage of 
rolling stock and inadequate trackage 
in congested areas, the Board’s Director 
of Traffic has stated. 


India’s railway system has a short- 
age of 20,000 cars and the proportionate 
number of locomotives needed to haul 
them, the official reported. 


He added, however, that the 2,000 
car “indents,” or advance reservations, 
surrendered by shippers in April indi- 
cate that the car shortage is less severe 
than might be gathered from press re- 
ports and complaints by shippers. ; 

Apparently shippers are reserving 
cars on a speculative basis, in the hope 
of arranging a cargo. The Railway 
Board has attempted to discourage 
shippers from reserving cars on specu- 
lation by instituting a charge of 25 
rupees for reservation of a narrow- 
gage car and 35 rupees for a broad-gage 
car. This has failed to stop the prac- 
tice, however. If shippers succeed in 
arranging a cargo for the cars they re- 
serve, they reap substantial returns; if 
not, they lose only the reservation 
deposit. 

Three principal bottlenecks have de- 
veloped with regard to track shortages, 
one in the section between Bezwada and 
Madras, and the other two in the north- 
east section of the Central Railway be- 
tween Allahabad and Jubblepore and 
Bina and Katni. 

The Bezwada-Madras line is adding 
loops with an 80-car capacity plus other 
installations which, it is hoped, will in- 
crease the capacity from the present 
300 cars a day to 420 cars. 

Construction of a narrow-gage line 
between Hingoli and Khandwa, to be 


Cape Midland Rail System 
Opens New Marshaling Yard 


The opening of the new marshaling 
yard at New Brighton, Union of South 
Africa, on June 22, marked an impor- 
tant step in the extensive development 
program of the Cape Midland railway 
system. 

The system has experienced a heavy 
increase in traffic, and the new yard is 
considered an essential link in the pro- 
gram for providing better transport 
services, 

The yard contains 18 tracks with 
room for 11 more sidings if needed. 
Adequate facilities have been provided 
for making light repairs to trucks and 
testing vacuum brakes on trains. Pro- 
vision also has been made for a 120-ton 
weighbridge with two sidings, each 
about 1,300 feet long. The weighbridge, 
ordered some time ago, is expected to 
be delivered in the near future. 
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completed in 2 to 3 years, has been au- 
thorized. Its completion will greatly 
improve through traffic between north 
and south India, 


Cargo Handled at Takoradi 
Harbor Exceeds Estimates 


Takoradi Harbor, Gold Coast, during 
the 12 months ended in March handled 
a total of about 2.25 million tons of 
cargo, a figure well in excess of earlier 
estimates of its capacity. Revenues 
earned during the same period totaled 
£3.25 million, and operating expenses 
came to about £3 million. 


Work on expansion of the harbor’s 
facilities was continued. As the only 
harbor in the Gold Coast where ocean- 
going vessels may berth, Takoradi is of 
key importance to the local economy. 

Work also progressed, though slowly, 
on double-tracking of the railway be- 
tween Takoradi and Tarkwa, center of 
the colony’s mining operations. 

A decision has been made to begin 
construction of a new port at Tema, 
some 15 miles east of Accra, in the 
eastern area of the Gold Coast, 








Saide Airlines Resume 
Operations in Egypt 


Saide Airlines is reported to have 
scheduled a regular Wednesday flight to 
Beirut, Lebanon, and a Thursday flight 
to Benghazi, Tripoli, and Tunis. 

In addition the airline planned to pro- 
vide charter flights for pilgrims going 
to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, for the annual 
Haj. Savoia-Marchetti 95 and Fiat 212 
planes were to be used. 


Saide officials state that, while flights 
will be limited initially, it is hoped 
eventually to expand the number of 
flights as well as the area of operations, 
with emphasis on Near East traffic. 
The airline will be eligible for a Gov- 
ernment subsidy for regular flights, and 
the Egyptian Civil Aviation Department 
has stated that the airline will be given 
every encouragement. 





Brazil Orders Reduction in 
Postal and Airmail Rates 


New postal rates for airmail from 
Brazil to other countries, effective Au- 
gust 1, 1953, were announced in Order 
No. 1737, dated July 23, of the Depart- 
ment of Posts and Telegraphs of the 
Ministry of Transportation and Public 
Works, 


Decreases of approximately 20 per- 
cent were made in the rates for letters 
and parcel-post, and special rates were 
created for the mailing of newspapers. 
The new classification for newspapers 
arises from decisions adopted by the 
Brussels Postal Congress in May 1952, 
to which Brazil subscribed. 

The new rates refer to those coun- 
tries with which Brazil maintains re- 
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MARITIME NOTES | 


The SS. Empire State Mariner was 
launched from the yard of the New 
York Shipbuilding Corp., Camden, N. J., 
on August 15. It was the 23d to be 
launched of the 35 contracted for by the 
Government, 





The SS. Golden Mariner, the first of 
five Mariners to be built by the Bethle- 
hem Pacific Coast Steel Corp., San 
Francisco, Calif., was launched Au- 
gust 27, 





U. S. Government-owned ships under 
bareboat charter to private operators 
totaled 47 as of July 31; and 141 Gov- 
ernment-owned ships, including i1 
Mariner ships, were being operated by 
general agents for the Military Sea 
Transportation Service. 





Ships in the U. S. Reserve Fleets 
totaled 1,935 on July 31. The grain stor- 
age program, under which it is con- 
templated to use 125 of these ships to 
aid the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture in the storage of surplus grain, is 
progressing. At the end of July, 80 
ships had been loaded and returned to 
the Reserve Fleets. 





Sale of the SS. Mariposa by the 
Matson Navigation Co. to Home Lines, 
Inc., and its transfer to Panamanian 
registry and flag, has been approved by 
the Maritime Administrator, subject to 
the conditions that the ship is to be 
available to the United States in time 
of emergency, and that it is not to be 
used in trade with Iron Curtain coun-. 
tries. 





The Port of Houston’s new wharf No. 
8, now under construction, is expected 
to be completed in December, accord- 
ing to the Houston Navigation District. 

The wharf, an open-type facility, is 
the third new dock to be built by the 
Navigation District in the past few 
years. It will cost in excess of $1 mil- 
lion, 

Designed primarily for cargo not re- 
quiring shed storage, such as steel, pipe, 
and lumber, the wharf will have an 
apron 624 feet long with an average 
width of 150 feet. It will be equipped 
with marginal rail tracks. 





ciprocal postal agreements and are 
shown, in cruzeiros, in the table below: 


Parcel News- 
Letters Post papers 
10 50 50 
Area grams grams grams 
South America and Panama, 
Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, 
Virgin Islands, Haiti........ 140 1.60 0.90 
Other Western Hemisphere 
countries (including 
U. §.), Atlantic Islands 
Spain, Portugal, and 
some places in Africa 
and the Pacific.................... 2.70 8.70 2.70 
Other European countries, 
Middle East, Asia.............. 4.20 5.00 4.50 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 








Control Requirements in 
Europe Summarized 


A new edition of “Licensing and 
Exchange Control Requirements, 
Continental Europe,” is now avail- 
able to American businessmen, 

The 43-page booklet, prepared 
by the Office of International 
Trade, contains summary infor- 
mation on import and export li- 
censing and exchange control re- 


pean countries as of August 1, 
1953. As changes occur in these 
requirements they will be an- 
noufced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. 

The new booklet may be ob- 
tained from the U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., for 50 cents. Copies will 
shortly be available also from De- 
partment of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. 





quirements in continental Euro- f 








BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


The following new releases, published 
by the Office of International Trade, 
are available from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices or from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Remittance should accompany 
the order. 

The Business Information Service 
also is available on a subscription basis. 
The price of Part 2, which consists of 
the releases issued by OIT, is $5 a year 
to domestic subscribers and $6.25 to 
foreign. 

Sending Gift Packages to the Belgian 
Congo. August 1953. World Trade Series 
No; 428. 3 pp. 5 cents. 

Sending Gift Packages to Burma. 
August 1953. World Trade Series No. 
429. 3 pp. 5 cents. 

Sending Gift Packages to French 
North Africa (Algeria, Tunisia and 
French Morocco). August 1953. World 
Trade Series No. 430. 3 pp. 5 cents. 

Sending Gift Packages to French 
West Africa. August 1953. World Trade 
Series No. 431. 3 pp. 5 cents. 

Sending Gift Packages to Greece. 
August 1953. World Trade Series No. 
432. 4 pp. 5 cents. ' 

Gift Packages to Japan. Au- 
gust 1953. World Trade Series No. 433. 
3 pp. 5 cents. 

Sending Gift Packages to the Union 
ef South Africa. August 1953. World 
Trade Series No. 434. 3 pp. 5 cents, 





"-” Books 
ant Reports 


Latin American Business Taxes, by J. 
Irizarry y Puente, 1341 Columbia 
Road NW., Washington 9, D. C. 263 
pp. $50; supplements for 1 year, $50 
additional. 


A.ready-reference digest of the busi- 
ness tax structure of the 20 Latin 
American republics and Puerto Rico, 
this publication contains more than 200 
tables giving up-to-date basic, surtax, 
and other tax rates. Original statutes 
and regulations, including amendments 
to July 1, 1953, are cited. 

The work also covers such topics as 
parties and income subject to tax, scope 
of the terms “assets” and “income,” ex- 
emptions, deductions, individual and cor- 
porate rates, and capital companies. 


International Trade Statistics. New 
York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1953. 
448 pp. $7.50. 


R. G. D. Allen, professor of statistics, 
London School of Economics, University 
of London, and J. Edward Ely, chief of 
the Foreign Trade Division, Bureau of 
the Census, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, are the editors of this volume, 
written jointly by 25 experts in inter- 
national economic relations, 

The purpose of the book is to appraise 
the principles and practices under which 
international trade statistics are com- 
piled and to clear the way for more 
effective use of statistics in interna- 
tional trade. 

The work is in three major sections. 
Part I examines the basic charac- 
teristics of trade statistics — coverage, 
commodity classification, valuation, ex- 
change conversion, and country designa- 
tion — and discusses the procedures 
followed in recording information and 
methods of presenting the data. 

Part II provides an account of some 
of the applications of the statistics in 
the derivation of other data for eco- 
nomic analysis, 

Part III examines the statistica] prac- 
tices of various countries and groups of 
countries. 

The principal primary national pub- 
lications of international trade statistics 
are listed in an appendix. 


Survey of United States International 
Finance, 1952. Princeton, N. J. Prince- 
ton University Press, 1953. 311 pp. 
$2.75. 

Prepared by the International Fi- 
nance Section of Princeton University, 
this volume presents a record of the 
international economic and _ financial 
policies and activities of the United 
States in the calendar year 1952. 

The subjects covered include military 


assistance, economic and technical as- 
sistance grants to underdeveloped areas, 
other grant assistance, loans and invest- 
ments, international financial resources, 
reciprocal trade agreements program, 
strategic aspects of commercial policy, 
European economic integration, and 
United States balance of payments. 


Ocean Trade Routes of U. S. 
Reviewed in New Booklet 


Release of a new publication, “Review 
of Essential United States Foreign 
Trade Routes; Introduction: Purpose 
and Scope,” has been announced by the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


The 16-page booklet, compiled by the 
Division of Trade Routes, Office of Sub- 
sidy and Government Aid, Maritime Ad- 
ministration, provides background infer- 
mation on the factors taken into consid- 
eration by the Maritime Administration 
in determining the essentiality of the 
trade routes serving U. S. commerce. 
The booklet includes tables showing the 
value of world trade and foreign trade 
of the United States for the years 1938, 
1948, and 1950, and a map of essential 
U. S. trade routes. 


The Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as 
amended, directs the Maritime Adminis- 
tration to make a continuing review of 
the ocean routes between ports of the 
United States and foreign markets to 
determine their essentiality in the pro- 
motion, development, expansion, and 
maintenance of the Nation’s foreign 
commerce. 

Copies of the publication may be ob- 
tained from the Superintendent of Doc- 
uments, U. S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C., at 25 cents 
each. 








Vietnam Eases Controls 
(Continued from Page 7) 


ment has taken drastic measures. The 
difficulties are ascribed chiefly to the 
government’s failure to impose strong 
controls over prices and exports imme- 
diately after devaluation. 

However, the 1953 paddy crop in 
Cambodia has been estimated at 14 
million tons, only 40,000 tons under 
that of 1952. If this estimate is correct, 
it is unlikely that any serious shortage 
will continue and there may even be a 
modest surplus for export. With a com- 
parable crop in 1952, Cambodia ex- 
ported about 210,000 tons of rice abroad 
and to the other associated states. Ex- 
port figures are not yet available, but 
rice exports probably did not exceed 
80,000 tons in the first half of 1953; 

Emb., Saigon. 





World citrus trade — fresh oranges, 
tangerines, grapefruit, and lemons— 
totaled 70 million boxes in 1952 and set 
a new world record, the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has reported, 
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U. S, GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Magnesium Quota Set; Coke Controls Eased 


A fourth-quarter export quota of 6 
million pounds has been set for mag- 
nesium metal in all forms, the Office 
of International Trade has announced. 

The quota applies to magnesium 
powder (Schedule B No, 619152); metal 
and alloys in crude form, and scrap 
(664547); and semifabricated forms, not 
elsewhere classified in Schedule B 
(664549). The same quantity was es- 
tablished for the third quarter, which 
included a supplemental quota of 3 
million pounds. 


OIT also announced that magnesium 
metal and five carbon steel items have 
been removed from timetable licensing. 

Export license applications for mag- 
nesium may now be filed for shipment 
at any time. Those for carbon steel also 
may be filed now for fourth quarter 
shipment after October 1. 


The carbon steel items, previously 
open-ended for the fourth quarter, are: 
Standard rails (Schedule B No. 605110); 
plate (603125, 618963, and 618965); 
structurals (604510, 605000, and 618961); 
oil country tubulars (606210 through 
606260); and line pipe 16 inches in 
diameter and over (606270 and 606280). 


Controls Relaxed on Coke 


Coke made from coal now may be 
exported to all countries except Hong 
Kong, Macao, and the Iron Curtain 





Entry of All Cuban Sugar 
Requires Certification 


Certification by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture is required before any 
sugar from Cuba may enter the United 
States, the Agriculture Department 
has announced. 


This requirement, in effect from Au- 
gust 25, 1953, to January 1, 1954, has 
become effective because more than 80 
percent of the quantity which may 
enter from Cuba in 1953 already has 
arrived. Notice was published on Au- 
gust 18, 1953, that certification-was re- 
quired before any direct-consumption 
sugar from Cuba may enter. 


Since the requirement applies to the 
quota as a whole, Form SU-3 for the 
entry of either raw or direct-consump- 
tion sugar must be submitted to the 
Sugar Branch, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, for prior approval rather 
than directly to the collector of cus- 
toms at the port of entry. 





Indonesian copra exports in July to- 
taled 29,118 long tons, substantially 
more than in the preceding months, the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture has 
reported. 

Total shipments in January-July 1953 
amounted to 120,699 tons against 206,- 


342 tons in the comparable period of 
1952. 
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countries, under general license GRO. 
An individual export license is no 
longer required for this commodity. 


The relaxation covers coke only 
(Schedule B No. 500400). Individual 
export licenses will continue to be re- 
quired for coal-tar coke, dust, flour, and 
powder, which are covered by the same 
Schedule B number. 


The relaxations were made possible 
because of the improved supply position 
of magnesium and coke. 


Discontinuance of timetable licensing 
for the carbon steel items and removal 
of coke from OIT’s Positive List are 
announced in Current Export Bulletin 
No. 713. 





No Change Recommended 
In Duty on Rosaries 


No sufficient reason. exists for a 
recommendation to the President to in- 
crease the rate of import duty on 
rosaries now fixed in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, ac- 
cording to the Tariff Commission's re- 
port on its “escape clause” investigation, 
made public August 21. 


The investigation revealed that while 
the aggregate imports of rosaries—in 
whole or in part of gold, silver, plati- 
num, gold plate, silver plate, or precious 
or imitation stones — have increased, 
most of this increase has occurred in 
imports of inexpensive _ silver-plated 
rosaries of the qualities usually sup- 
plied exclusively by imports and not 
produced in the United States. The 
principal change has been a shift from 
imports of inexpensive rosaries to be 
given a very thin silver plating in the 
United States to imports of those given 
a similar plating abroad. 


Though imports of rosaries of the 
better quality, more nearly comparable 
to those made in the United States, 
have shown some increase, they have re- 
mained low in comparison with the 
volume of domestic production. 

Information obtained by the Commis- 
sion indicates that changes in domestic 
production of rosaries since World War 
II, and more especially since the duty 
reduction in June 1951 on rosaries in 
the class under investigation, have been 
attributable to causes other than im- 
ports, 


The decline in sales and profits 
of domestic rosary manufactures in 
1952, the Commission found, was due 
principally to the magnitude of sales 
by manufacturers in 1950 and 1951, 
when distributors increased their in- 
ventories. Since the reduction in duties, 
domestic manufacturers have continued 
to operate, on the whole, at a well sus- 
tained level of production and to show 
profits, 


Export Subsidy Program 
For Raisins Renewed 


The subsidy program on the exporta- 
tion of processed raisins from. the 
United States is being renewed for the 
marketing year beginning September 1, 
1953, the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture announced on August 25. 


The new program differs from that 
for 1952-53 mainly in the rate of pay- 
ment and the types of raisins-covered. 
All kinds of raisins are included in the 
new program, whereas last year some 
of the less important types were ex- — 
cluded. Instead of the 2%-cent rate paid 
last year on all eligible raisins (and 
3 cents for the Golden Bleached type), 
a uniform payment of 2 cents a pound 
will be made in 1953-54 on all export 
sales entered into on or after September 
1 which conform to the terms and 
conditions set by the Production and 
Marketing Administration of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, and which 
have been specifically approved in ad- 
vance by that organization. 

This program has been developed 
under section 32 of Public Law 320, 
74th Congress, as amended, which, 
among other things, authorizes the 


‘Secretary of Agriculture to use part 


of the funds received from customs . 
duties to encourage the exportation of 
surplus agricultural commodities 
through the payment of subsidies, as 
a means of strengthening the price re- 
ceived for them by farmers. 


The general export subsidy program 
was described in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly for September 8, 1952, page 
3, and details as to the foreign markets 
and types of sales eligible for payments 
on raisins were given in the issue for 
October 6, 1952, page 28. 





World Trade Leads 
(Continued from Page 14) 


D. F., is interested in exporting to the 
United States turpentine, rosin, sesame, 
linseed, peanuts, mercury, frozen 
shrimp, and sulfur. Scheduled to arrive 
late in September, for an indefinite 
period. U. S. address: 146 Paloma Drive, 
San Antonio, Tex.; c/o Oliver Co., 406 
Carondelet Bldg., New Orleans, La.; 
150 Nassau St., New York, N. Y.; and 
3918 Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Il. 





U. S. exports of inedible vegetable 
products, except fibers and wood, fell 
from $59.1 million in May to $47.1 mil- 
lion in June, according to the Bureau 
of the Census, U. S, Department of 
Commerce. 

The decrease reflected lower exports 
of unstemmed flue-cured tobacco, soy 
beans, and cigarettes, 
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U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





CRI Schedules Hearings on Proposals 
To Be Considered at GATT Session 


The Interdepartmental Committee for Reciprocity Information, 
as announced on August 27, has scheduled public hearings on two pro- 
posals expected to be considered at the next session of the Contracting 
Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, which will begin 
on September 17 in Geneva, Switzerland. 


The two items are the Japanese 
Government's application for temporary 
accession to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, and proposals to ex- 
tend the firm life of individual tariff 
concessions in the agreement. 


Interested persons may express views 


_with regard to any aspect of these two 


proposals. Written views should be sub- 
mitted to the committee by September 
10 and public hearings will open on Sep- 
tember 14. Requests for appearances 
before the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information, which may be made only 
by persons filing written briefs, should 
be made to the Chairman, Committee 
for Reciprocity Information, Tariff 
Commission Building, Washington 25, 
D. Cc. 
Japan Requests Accession 

For several years the Japanese Gov- 
ernment been requesting that tariff 
negotiations take place for the purpose 
of its accession to the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade to which the 
United States and 32 other countries 
of the world are contracting parties. 
Japan feels that such accession is es- 
sential to enable the country to take its 
proper place among the trading nations 
of the world, and to meet the economic 
problems arising out of the shift in its 
prewar sources of supply and markets. 

Because full-scale tariff negotiations 
are not possible at the present time, 
Japan has asked that it be permitted to 
accede to the agreement on a tem- 
porary basis. Temporary accession 
would consist of the reciprocal applica- 
tion of the general provisions of the 
agreement to the trade between Japan 
and other contracting parties to the 
agreement. Existing tariff concessions 
covered by the agreement would be 
extended to Japan in exchange for a 
commitment by Japan with regard to 





its tariff. Under the proposal, the acces- 
sion of Japan would not involve the re- 
duction of any U. S. tariff rates nor 
the addition of any new U. S. items to 
the agreement. 


Country May Withdraw Concession 


The proposal to extend the firm life 
of individual tariff concessions in the 
agreement relates to article XXVIII 
of the agreement. Under this article, as 
it stands at present, any country will 
have the right on or after January 1, 
1954, to withdraw tariff commitments 
with regard to any particular product. 

A country wishing to withdraw a 
concession first must try to reach some 
basis of agreement with other interested 
contracting parties concerning such 
withdrawal. If such efforts fail, how- 
ever, the country can nevertheless pro- 
ceed with its intended action and the 
other interested countries can, if they 
wish, retaliate by withdrawing equiva- 
lent concessions. In view of the fact 
that a substantial increase of world 
tariffs could take place after the end 
of 1953 as a result of this provision, 
proposals have been made to extend 
the date in this article for some tem- 
porary period, perhaps with a limit of 
12 to 18 months, in order that such an 
increase might be avoided. 


The text of the committee’s notice 
follows: 


@ Japan's ae for temporary acces- 
sion to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. 

@ Extension of the date after which Article 
XXVIII of the General Agreement may be 
invoked. 

Submission of information to the Commit- 
tee for Reciprocity Information. Closing date 
for 4 to be heard: September 10, 
1953. Closing date for submission of briefs: 
September 10, 1953. Public hearings open: 
September 14, 1953. 

e Interdepartmental Committee on Trade 
Agreements has issued on this day a notice 
of intention to consider (1) Japan's applica- 


tion for temporary participation in the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, and (2) 
the extension of the date after which Article 
XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, as amended, may be invoked. 


The Committee for Reciprocity Informa- 
tion hereby gives notice that all applications 
for oral presentation of views in regard to 
the foregoing shall be submitted to the Com- 
mittee for Reciprocity Information not later 
than 12:00 noon September 10, 1953, and all 
information and views in writing in regard 
to the foregoing proposals shall be submitted 
to the Committee for Reciprocity Information 
not later than 12:00 noon September 10, 1953. 
Such communications shall be addressed to 
“The Chairman, Committee for Reciprocity 
Information, Tariff Commission Building, 
Washington . D. C.” Eleven copies of 
written statements, either typed, printed, or 
duplicated shall be submitted, of which one 
copy shall be sworn to. 


Public hearings will be held before the 
Committee for Reciprocity Information, at 
which oral statements will be heard. The 
first hearing will be at 10:00 a.m. on Septem- 
ber 14, 1953, in the Hearing Room in the 
Tariff Commission Building, Eighth and E 
Streets NW., Washington, D, C. Witnesses 
who make application to be heard will be 
advised regarding the time of their indi- 
vidual appearances. Appearances at hearings 
before the Committee may be made only by 
or on behalf of those persons who have filed 
written statements and who have within the 
time prescribed made written application for 
oral presentation of views. Statements made 
at the public hearings shall be under oath. 

Copies of the notice issued today by the 
Interdepartmental Committee on rade 
Agreements may be obtained from the Com- 
mittee for Reciprocity Information, Tariff 
Commission Building, ashington 25, D. C. 
and may be inspected in the Field Offices of 
the Department of Commerce. 

By direction of the Committee for Recipro- 
city Information this 26th day of August 


1953. 
Edward Yardley 
Secretary 
Committee for Reciprocity Information 
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